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THE WORD MADE FRESH 

* indicates rise in body or spirit 
(please stand or remain sitting according to your comfort.) 

 PRELUDE               

 INTROIT   O Come All Ye Faithful (v 1 & chorus)                 VU 60 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem: 
come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 GATHERING WORDS 

 LIGHTING OF THE COMMUNITY CANDLE   

 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF LANDS 

 ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY 
What gives you hope? 
Today we light the candle of hope to remind ourselves that God is at work in this world. 
The candle of hope is lit. 
From generation to generation, God has brought good news of love and compassion, justice and community. 
Let us rest and abide in that good news. Amen. 

*HYMN:    Hope Is a Candle 
Hope is a candle, once lit by the prophets,  
never consumed, though it burns through the years.  
Dim in the daylight of power and privilege—  
when they are gone, hope will shine on.   

 OPENING PRAYER / ASSURANCE / WORDS OF HOPE 

*HYMN   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus         VU 2 

 WELCOME 

*THE PEACE     The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Heritage Moment By Barry Cahill
By January 1868 a site on the southeast corner of Queen and South Streets had been selected and acquired 

for a new Presbyterian church. The original plan was to merge two older downtown congregations, Poplar 
Grove and Chalmers, but neither wanted to amalgamate nor move westwards uptown, where the flow of 

population was trending. So the progressive lay sponsors of what became Fort Massey struck out on their 
own. 

In the years leading up to Canadian Presbyterian union in 1875, local tensions between the Kirk (Church of 
Scotland) and Dissenters (“Presbyterians”) had by no means wholly dissipated. Not to be outdone by the 

Presbyterians, the kirkmen of Old St Andrew’s, then on Barrington Street, decided to relocate and chose a 
site on Tobin Street, where they constructed a magnificent wooden cathedral which, despite the 

congregation’s dissolution in 1917, survived until the early 1990s.



*AFFIRMATION         A New Creed                                              VU 918 

We are not alone, 
    we live in God’s world. 

 We believe in God: 
    who has created and is creating, 
    who has come in Jesus, 
       the Word made flesh, 
       to reconcile and make new, 
    who works in us and others 
       by the Spirit. 

We trust in God.  

We are called to be the Church: 
    to celebrate God’s presence, 
    to live with respect in Creation, 
    to love and serve others, 
    to seek justice and resist evil, 
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
       our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
    God is with us. 
We are not alone. 

    Thanks be to God. 

 DISCIPLESHIP AND MINUTE FOR MISSION 

 OFFERING     Offertory: The offering will now be received.  

    Oh Lord, How Shall I Meet You (v 1) standing                VU 31   
     

O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright? 
Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart's delight! 
O kindle, then, most holy, a lamp within my breast, 
to do in spirit lowly all that may please you best. 

      
 DEDICATION PRAYER 
  
 A TIME FOR THE YOUNG, AND THE YOUNG AT HEART 

 Old and New: Generation to Generation 
 Dedication of Candles by Jade Fraser and Family 
 Dedication of Robertson Family Bible 

 PRAYER 
   
 LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever.  Amen. 

*COMMUNION HYMN  As We Gather at Your Table (v 1)                           VU 457 

 SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 



 POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God of hope, thank you for all we have received, 
for nourishing and nurturing us body, mind and spirit.  
Generation to generation you are with us.  
We thank you, God, for filling us with hope and creating room for every story. Amen. 

*POST COMMUNION HYMN As We Gather at Your Table (v 2 & 3)                VU 457 

 SCRIPTURE       Isaiah 2:1 
Matthew 1:1-17 

   

Offered as wisdom for the journey.  
      May we walk in its light. 

 MINISTRY OF MUSIC Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
  
 SERMON   Generation to Generation: There Is Room for Every Story 

 Please remain seated for the short music response of VU 400 which is played right after the message,  
 inviting us all into prayer. 

 HYMN    Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying                 VU 400 
Lord, listen to your children praying,  
Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 
Lord, listen to your children praying, 
send us love, send us power, send us grace! 

  
 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

*HYMN   Prepare the Way, O Zion                 VU 882 
     
*PARTING WORDS 
   

As you leave this place, may you go knowing that from generation to generation,  
we have been claimed and loved.  
From generation to generation, God has been by our side.  
From generation to generation, we are not alone.  
The God of yesterday, today and tomorrow knows you by name,  
loves you, and calls you forth, saying, “Go be the person you are called to be 
with bold discipleship, deep spirituality and daring justice. 
What we generate is life giving. 
Invite others to join us and to share in this special season. 
Do all for the best and highest good.   
God bless you and amen. 
May it be so. 

*CHORAL BLESSING Hope Shines as the Solitary Star                           MV 220 
Hope shines as the solitary star. 
Faith is the inner light. 
You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, 
and illumine the pathway home. 

 POSTLUDE 

Liturgy (Inspired and Adapted) and Artwork Credits: 
Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. Used with permission. 
Music Credits: 
Reprinted & streamed under ONE LICENSE #A-734498. All rights reserved. 



O Come, All Ye Faithful: 
Words: John Francis Wade ca. 1743, English trans. Frederick Oakeley 1841 et al. 
Music: attrib. John Francis Wade ca. 1743. 

Hope Is a Candle: 
Words: Richard Leach © 1996 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 
Music: Scottish folk melody, arr. David Ashley White © 2010 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus: 
Words: Charles Wesley 1744. 
Music: Psalmodia Sacra 1715. 

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You: 
Words: Paul Gerhardt 1653, trans. Catherine Winkworth 1863, et al., alt. 
Music: Melchior Teschner ca. 1615, harm. William Henry Monk 1861. 

As We Gather at Your Table: 
Words: Carl P. Daw Jr. © 1989 Hope Publishing Company. 
Music: attrib. Benjamin Franklin White 1844. 

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming: 
Words: German, 15th century, English trans. Theodore Baker 1894. 
Music: German trad. melody, harm. Michael Praetorius 1609. 

Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying: 
Words & Music: Ken Medema © 1971 Hope Publishing Company. 

Prepare the Way, O Zion: 
Words: Frans Mikael Franzen, adapt. Charles P. Price © 1989 Hope Publishing Company. 
Music: Then Swenska Psalmboken 1697. 

Hope Shines as the Solitary Star:  
Words: Catherine Faith MacLean © 2007. 
Music: Janet Bauman Tissandier © 2007. 

Notices 
Congratulations to Betty Pacey 
On November 22, Elizabeth (Betty) was awarded the Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee Medal of Canada. 
Betty was also awarded the Order of Canada on April 6, 2006 (invested May 4, 2007). Our heartfelt 
congratulations to Betty on this latest recognition of her 30+ years of involvement with community development 
and conservation of heritage in Halifax, providing an important record for future generations of community 
leaders. 

Anniversary Thanks and Heritage Moment 
Our special thanks to Alison McDonald and to the Rev. Heather McEachern for the wonderful anniversary 
celebration last Sunday. As part of our new year in the church that begins with Advent, Barry Cahill will be 
providing “Heritage Moments” in our bulletins; thank you, Barry, for this new offering. 

Casual Carol Sing on Thursday, December 8 
There will be a “Casual Carol” Sing on Thursday, December 8 at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary led by Jenny - 
invite everyone to join us. Please pick up your carol sing requests sheet in the Queen and Tobin Street lobbies. 



Hanging of the Greens on Saturday, December 10 at 9:00 a.m. 
Please plan to join Peter and Stephanie C, who generously are bringing in boughs to decorate our beloved 
sanctuary. Come one, come all for this special time to put up the Christmas tree and decorate. 

White Gift Sunday on December 18 
Our thanks to Alison McDonald for picking up our white bags to have available in the sanctuary. Non-
perishable food items are appreciated. Please remember items should be unwrapped. 

Reaching Out to Others This Holiday Season 
As you read through these various opportunities that we’ve been asked to share, please offer a prayer. We 
offer time, awareness and resources. Thank you for your faithful participation in whatever causes you support 
and for the many diverse ways to do so. 
  
Phoenix House Snack Program 
It has become a tradition at Fort Massey that we collect monies and other items (snacks, etc.) for Phoenix. In 
lieu of collecting snack foods during November, we are asking people to send a financial donation directly to 
Phoenix Youth Programs. Cheques may be made out to Phoenix Youth Programs. Also, if you would like to 
donate other things, you may go to https://phoenixyouth.ca/ways-support and find out what they will welcome. 
Cheques to made out to: Phoenix Youth Programs, 5880 Spring Garden Road, Suite 200, Halifax NS, B3H 
1Y1. 

Mission to Seafarers 
Once again, we'll be collecting shoeboxes for Mission to Seafarers to be taken down to the mission after 
December 11th. What is in a shoebox gift, which is delivered to every seafarer who enters the Port of Halifax?  

Hat, scarf, gloves or mitts, socks, wrapped hard candy, soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, shampoo, 
shaving foam, razors, deodorant, lip balm, playing cards, memento of NS, PEI, or Canada. 

If you would like to contribute, but prefer a monetary donation, they request that they be mailed as they go to a 
different location: P.O. Box 27114, Halifax B3H 4M8. Please state that you are a Fort Massey donor; a tax 
receipt will be issued to you. 

The Mission to Seafarers is always, especially during the coming months, look for gently used hoodies, 
jackets, clean clothing of warmth, as many seafarers arrive with nothing, apparently unaware of our cold 
winters.   

Out of the Cold Shelter Needs 
With our change in weather, warm items of clothing, footwear, blankets and such are all needed. A reminder 
that donated items can be left at the church and Peter and Stephanie C. have volunteered to deliver them. If 
you would like to financially support Out of the Cold, please speak to Peter or Stephanie. 

Hope Cottage Casseroles Needed in 2023 
We delivered approximately 15 casseroles each time in 2022 (we exceeded our target of 10!) and after 
speaking with the folks at Hope Cottage they can definitely use 15-20 each hot meal day. The sign-up dates for 
the Hope Casserole Deliveries for 2023 are January 5, March 2, April 27, June 22, August 17, October 12 and 
December 7.  The link for the sign-up sheet is below; please enter your name under the date that works best 
for you.  If you have any troubles with this link - please let Teresa Orser know.  
  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1RGrfg9bcU1XBmdDKNXyxi-_C3BAcCd4AchHEpRDUOA8/edit#gid=0 
  
Dalhousie Food Support 
As the overall cost of living has continued to soar, food and grocery prices represent some of the most 
dramatic changes, climbing upwards of 15% in just 24 months. For budget-conscious students, this translates 
to leaving the store with less and less on each visit. Thanks to the J & W Murphy Foundation and their 
matching support, monetary gifts will go twice as far on Giving Tuesday, November 29: 
https://projectdal.ca/project/the-food-security-project/ 

Gifts With Vision 
Check out the online gift catalogue today! https://giftswithvision.ca 

https://phoenixyouth.ca/ways-support
https://projectdal.ca/project/the-food-security-project/
https://giftswithvision.ca


Interest Survey Thanks 
Thank you to all who over the course of time in September, October and November completed an interest 
survey. We are very excited by the gifts of offerings of time, awareness and resources. The final surveys were 
compiled; if you did not fill out an interest survey but want to get involved, we can help you get connected with 
various committees and interest activities. You make a difference! 

Financial Offerings 
We minister together and appreciate your support. Financial offerings can be made through weekly envelopes, 
the convenience of PAR or through e-transfers to fmchurch@eastlink.ca 

Our congratulations to proud grandparents, James & Kari Robertson, who 
welcomed their sixth grandchild, Sadie Rose Flynn on November 21. She is the 

daughter of Melissa & Daniel Flynn and is a new sibling for Addison and Emmett.  

Blessings and our best wishes to all who are celebrating birthdays, 
anniversaries or other celebrations this week. 

Other Upcoming Services and Events: 
     
• Sunday, December 4: Advent 2 – Peace 
       William S. Fong Volunteer Award being presented 

• Tuesday, December 6: Halifax Explosion 1917, 105 years ago 
    National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women 

• Thursday, December 8 Carol Sing in the Sanctuary led by Jenny Trites at 7:00 p.m. Bring friends! 

• Saturday, December 10: Human Rights Day  

• Saturday, December 10: Hanging of the Greens at 9:00 a.m. in the sanctuary - come help decorate! 

• Sunday, December 11: Advent 3 – Joy 
         Please have all shoe boxes for Mission to Seafarers today 

• Sunday, December 18: Advent 4 – Love 
     Sunday School providing special message, White Gift Sunday 

• Saturday, December 24: Christmas Eve service at 7:00 p.m. 

• Sunday, December 25: Christmas Day, worship at 10:30 a.m.
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