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The Word Made Fresh
To Ponder: The problem at the wedding in Cana when they were
running out of wine was not Jesus’ problem, but he listened to
his mother and got involved, responding to the need, instead of
the hosts running out of wine, being presented as if they have
been “saving the best for last”. What needs or situations might
we need to pitch in and get involved in? Where might we be
being nudged to take action and be blessed by giving of our
time and talents? How might God surprise us with joy in our
giving of ourselves?
* indicates rise in body or spirit
(please stand or remain sitting according to your comfort.)
PRELUDE
GATHERING WORDS
LIGHTING OF THE COMMUNITY CANDLE
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF LANDS
CALL TO WORSHIP
One: God be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: We come celebrating and singing, as if at a joy-filled wedding
or other happy occasion.
All: We come celebrating that this is the day the Lord gives us.
One: Are we ready to be surprised by God?
All: We will be surprised by miracles of water into wine, pain
transformed to joy, and hurts healed with forgiveness,
gratitude and thanksgiving.
OPENING PRAYER / ASSURANCE / WORDS OF HOPE
*HYMN:

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Immortal, invisible, God only wise;
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes;
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.

VU 264

To all, life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree,
then wither and perish; but naught changeth thee.
Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light;
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all praise we would render, O help us to see
'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee!
*THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

WELCOME AND NOTICES
OFFERING

Offertory:

The offering will now be received.

*

Response: What Can I Do? standing
What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer.
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share.

MV 191

DEDICATION PRAYER
A TIME FOR THE YOUNG, AND THE YOUNG AT HEART
PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever and ever.
Amen.
*HYMN
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You
VU 232
Joyful, joyful we adore you,
God of glory, life and love;
hearts unfold like flowers before you,
opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the gloom of doubt away;
giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.

All your works with joy surround you,
earth and heaven reflect your rays,
stars and angels sing around you,
centre of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flowery meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird and flowing fountain,
sound their praise eternally.
You are giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living,
ocean depth of happy rest!
Source of grace and fount of blessing,
let your light upon us shine;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine.
Mortals join the mighty chorus
which the morning stars began;
God's own love is reigning o'er us,
joining people hand in hand.
Ever singing, march we onward,
victors in the midst of strife;
joyful music leads us sunward
in the triumph song of life.
READING

Scripture – John 2:1-11 – The Message
The wedding in Cana
Offered as wisdom for the journey.
May we walk in its light.

SERMON

“No Cheap Stuff!”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
*AFFIRMATION
*HYMN

A New Creed

Amazing Grace

VU 918
VU 266

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see.
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear & grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come;
'tis grace that brought me safe thus far & grace will lead me home.
The Lord has promised good to me, this word my hope secures;
God will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.
When we've been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise than when we'd first begun.
*PARTING WORDS
POSTLUDE
Music Credits:
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Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise:
Words: Walter Chalmers Smith 1867, alt. 1987
Music: Welsh folk song, arr. John Roberts (Henllan) 1839
What Can I Do?:
Words & Music: Paul Rumbolt and Michele McCarthy
Arranged: Alan C. Whitmore © 2005
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You:
Words: Henry van Dyke 1907, alt.
Music: Ludwig van Beethoven 1824, adapt. Edward Hodges 1864
Amazing Grace:
Words: John Henry Newton 1779, alt., v. 5 anon., 1790
Music: from Virginia Harmony 1831

Notices
We are so grateful to you for participating in worship on-line with us.
While the COVID case counts are high, our worship services will be
online only. We are closely monitoring the situation and will hopefully
be able to meet in-person again soon when it is safe to do so.
Bulletins will be posted on our Fort Massey website and Facebook
pages. Please check the church phone message (902-423-4294),
the website and Facebook pages for information about in-person
service resuming.
Please join us today, January 16, via Sharon’s Zoom for a fellowship
time beginning at noon. Bring a snack, or your lunch if you wish and
join in our virtual chat. The link is the same as last week and was in
your weekly newsletter.

There is a meeting of the Nominating Committee of the Congregation
at 7:00 pm, Tuesday, January 18 by Zoom with a telephone option.
Do you knit, crochet, do other crafts, or just like to hang out and chat.
A virtual “Craft and Chat” takes place this Thursday at 11:00 on
Sharon’s Zoom. Come join us for an hour. We are in particular need
of prayer shawls of any size, or colour, knitted or crocheted or sewn.
If you are on email, you should have received an email and daily
spiritual message from Sharon. If you haven’t, let us know your email
by calling or emailing the church office. Please share the minister’s
newsletter and the daily “A Little Spiritual Care” with others.
We are exploring interest in virtual gatherings. Let Sharon know if you
might be interested in a lunch bunch gathering, Bible Study
discussion, Mindfulness Spiritual Practices, Book Study or other
ideas that we can accomplish using Zoom.
Where possible all staff are working from home, so please reach out
to them by phone, text, or email. Sharon can also set up a Zoom
meeting or FaceTime to visit virtually.
A reminder that all those responsible for submitting reports for the
annual congregational report, need to have them submitted to
Tamara in the office by January 27.
We minister together and appreciate your support. Financial offerings
can be made through weekly envelopes, the convenience of PAR or
through e-transfers to fmchurch@eastlink.ca
Our known birthday this week is Matthew Adrian MacDonald today

