
 
Welcome to Fort Massey. We extend a special welcome to those who are 
single, married, divorced, widowed, straight, gay, confused, well-heeled or 
down at heel. We especially welcome wailing babies and excited toddlers. 
We welcome you whether you can sing like Pavarotti or just growl quietly 
to yourself. You’re welcome here if you’re ‘just browsing,’ just woken up or 
just got out of prison. We don’t care if you’re more Christian than the 
Moderator of the United Church of Canada, or haven’t been to church since 
Christmas ten years ago. We extend a special welcome to those who are 
over 60 but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are growing up too 
fast. We welcome keep-fit mums, hockey dads, starving artists, tree-
huggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome those 
who are in recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having 
problems, are down in the dumps or don’t like ‘organized religion.’ (We’re 
not that keen on it either!) We offer a welcome to those who think the 
earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or are here because 
granny is visiting and wanted to come to the ol’ Kirk. We welcome those 
who are inked, pierced, both or neither. We offer a special welcome to 
those who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down their 
throat as kids or got lost on the Armdale roundabout and wound up here by 
mistake. We welcome pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters… and you! 
(adapted, used with permission, Coventry Cathedral, England). 
 

Let us be gentle, patient and kind in 2021. 
 

5303 Tobin Street, Halifax, NS  B3H 1S3 

902.423.4294          ftmassey@eastlink.ca 
 

www.fortmasseychurch.com 
 

T. D. Cleveland-Thompson, Minister; Vurain Tabvuma, Liturgical Assistant;  
Jenny Trites, Music Director; Robert Best, Assistant Pianist 

John Walter, Assistant Organist; Jade Fraser: Soloist;  
Ian MacDonald, Camera;  Kevin Robarts, Sexton;  

Tamara Mugford, Office Administrator.;  
Sancia Knorr, Church School; Lilli Knorr, Nursery;  

Andrew Mackay, Yoga 
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Third Sunday in Lent 
 

March 7, 2021, 10:30 a.m. 
 

 

 



 

The Word Made Fresh 
* indicates standing

 PRELUDE  Lighting of Community Candle  

       

 GATHERING WORDS    
 

 INTROIT: VU 509 v. 2 Here I Am, Lord 
 

 OPENING PRAYER The Lord’s Prayer                 VU 921 
 

*HYMN: MV 27 Creator God You Gave Us Life 
 

*THE PEACE  Peace be with you.  
And also with you.   

 

 WELCOME & NOTICES Minute for Mission – Sally DeWolf  
 

*OFFERING: MV 186 Because Jesus Felt 
   

 PRAYER 
 

 CONFESSION A New Creed                         VU 918 
 

*HYMN: VU 498  God, Who Has Caused to Be Written 
 

READINGS  Exodus 3:1-6 
Offered as wisdom for the journey.  
May we walk in its light. 

   

 SERMON   Why Am I Here? 
   

*HYMN: MV 42  Praise God for This Holy Ground 
 

*PARTING WORDS    Amen. May it be so! 
 

 POSTLUDE    

 

*     *     * 
 

Hymns Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-734498 

 
 



 

We minister together, thanks to your support. Please call or 
e-mail the church office to contact Ruth MacKenzie re financial 
giving through weekly envelopes or the convenience of PAR; 
and Linda MacDonald re serving on a committee.  
 

Easter Flowers. Place your memorial donation & info in the 
offering plate by March 28. Thank you. 
 

Broadview, UCC magazine, will be published 8 times a year 
beginning April/May 2021. Next renewal $25 is Jul/Aug 2022. 
 

This week @ the fort: 
Today’s Soup Lunch - POSTPONED 
Board of Management, Tue, 7:30 PM, lower hall 
Wed Morning Coffee Party via Zoom, Wed, 10:30 AM 
Book Study, Thu, 10:30 AM, lower hall 
Choir Rehearsal TBA, Thu, 7:15 PM, sanctuary 
 

Hope Cottage Update – still need meals for Jun 24, Aug 19, 
Oct 14 and Dec 9. To volunteer, please contact Teresa Orser, 
902-266-7959 cell/text or ptmhorser@yahoo.ca.  
 

Homelessness. Brunswick St Mission Advocacy Committee 
Educational Session on Homelessness in Halifax, March 9,  7 – 
9 PM, Via Zoom. Join Linda Wilson, Executive Director of 
Shelter Nova Scotia, on the issue.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84118675928?pwd=QXpSQjFYOUEzSVhwdnpsek5VWWtkdz09  
 

Annual Reports (hard copies & PDF) are available today. 
  
Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, March 14, 2021, 
11:30 AM, in the sanctuary. (Storm date March 21, 11:30 AM).  
 

St. Patrick's Day Parade will be a virtual event featuring 
music, dancing, jokes, baking, stories and more, on March 14, 
starting at 1 PM. halifaxstpatricksdayparade.ca  
 

Climate crisis. Earth Spirit Action Team at St Matthew’s UC is 
looking to join with like-minded Fort Massey folk, via Zoom, 
concerned about the climate crisis and necessary action. 
Contact the minister if interested. 
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1 Praise God for this holy ground, 
 place and people, sight and sound. 
 
 Refrain: 
 Hallelujah! (3X) 
 God’s goodness is eternal. 
 
2 Praise God in whose word we find 
 food for body, soul and mind. R 
 
3 Praise God who through Christ makes known 
 all are loved and called God’s own. R 
 
4 Praise God’s Spirit who befriends, 
 raises, humbles, breaks and mends. R 
 
5 Though praise ends, praise is begun 
 where God’s will is gladly done. R 
 
 
Here I Am, Lord : Words and Music: Daniel L. Schutte © 1981 Oregon Catholic 

Press. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-734498. All rights reserved.  

 

Creator God, You Gave Us Life: Words and Music: Judith Snowden © 2004. 

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-734498. All rights reserved.  

 

Because Jesus Felt: Words: Brian Wren and Music: Daniel Charles Damon © 1998 

Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-734498. All rights 

reserved. 

 

God, Who Caused to Be Written: Words: Herbert O'Driscoll and Music: F.R.C. 

Clarke © 1980. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-734498. All rights reserved. 

 

Praise God for This Holy Ground: Words and Music: John L. Bell © 2002 GIA 

Publications Inc. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-734498. All rights reserved. 

 



 

2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
 I have borne my people's pain, 
 I have wept for love of them; they turn away. 
 I will break their hearts of stone, 
 give them hearts for love alone. 
 I will speak my word to them. 
 Whom shall I send?   

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
  I have heard you calling in the night. 
  I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
  I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
         Creator God you gave us life, 

your image formed within our souls, 
 yet through the mist of time and space, 
 we search for that which makes us whole. 
 
 Refrain  
 Through hands that paint majestic skies, 
 and voices chanting melody, 
 with words that reach beyond the page, 
 we comprehend your mystery. 
 
2 In ev’ry flow’r and ev’ry tree, 
 we see your great diversity, 
 yet greater still we see your love, 
 expressed in our humanity. R 
 
3 When with our hearts, our hands our minds, 
 we share our gifts with all the world, 
 our spirits soar beyond the veil, 
 to touch the very face of God. R 
 



 

1 Because Jesus felt a woman touch his coat, 
 and said, “Your faith has made you well,” 
 I know that God takes notice, 
 and knows my name, and loves us all: 
 
 Refrain  
 So thank you, thank you, God. Thank you, God! 
 Thank you, thank you, God. Thank you, God! 
 
2 Because Jesus ate with people  

who’d gone wrong, 
 and said, “You are forgiven now,” 
 I know that God forgives me, 
 and hears my name, and loves us all: R 
 
3 Because Jesus went to heal a little girl, 
 and said, “Get up, and have some food,” 
 I know God cares about me, 
 and speaks my name, and loves us all: R 
 
4 Because Jesus sat with children on his knee, 
 and said, “I’m glad to meet you all,” 
 I know God thinks I’m lovely, 
 and sings my name, and loves us all: R 
 
5 Because Jesus lived and died,   
 and lives with God, 
 and says’ “I’m with you all the time,” 
 I know that God is near me, 
 and calls my name, and loves us all: R 
 
 
 



 

1 God, who has caused to be written your word 
   for our learning, 
 grant us that, hearing, our hearts may be 
   inwardly burning. 
 Give to us grace, 
  that in your Son we embrace 
  life, all its glory discerning. 
 
2 Now may our God give us joy, give us peace 
   in believing 
 all things were written in truth    
  for our thankful receiving. 
 As Christ did preach, 
  o'er all the world love must reach: 
  grant every day love's achieving. 
 
3 God, should the powers of the earth and 
   the heavens be shaken, 
 grant us to see you in all things,    
  our vision awaken. 
 Help us to see, 
  though all the earth cease to be, 
  your truth shall never be shaken. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


