
Welcome	 to	Fort	Massey.	We	extend	a	special	welcome	to	 those	who	are	
single,	married,	divorced,	widowed,	straight,	gay,	confused,	well-heeled	or	
down	at	heel.	We	especially	welcome	wailing	babies	and	excited	toddlers.	
We	welcome	you	whether	you	can	sing	like	Pavaro@	or	just	growl	quietly	to	
yourself.	You’re	welcome	here	if	you’re	‘just	browsing,’	just	woken	up	or	just	
got	 out	 of	 prison.	 We	 don’t	 care	 if	 you’re	 more	 ChrisGan	 than	 the	
Moderator	of	the	United	Church	of	Canada,	or	haven’t	been	to	church	since	
Christmas	 ten	 years	 ago.	We	 extend	 a	 special	welcome	 to	 those	who	 are	
over	 60	but	 not	 grown	up	 yet,	 and	 to	 teenagers	who	are	 growing	up	 too	
fast.	 We	 welcome	 keep-fit	 mums,	 hockey	 dads,	 starving	 arGsts,	 tree-
huggers,	 laLe-sippers,	 vegetarians,	 junk-food	 eaters.	 We	 welcome	 those	
who	 are	 in	 recovery	 or	 sGll	 addicted.	 We	 welcome	 you	 if	 you’re	 having	
problems,	are	down	 in	 the	dumps	or	don’t	 like	 ‘organized	religion.’	 (We’re	
not	 that	 keen	 on	 it	 either!)	 We	 offer	 a	 welcome	 to	 those	 who	 think	 the	
earth	 is	 flat,	 work	 too	 hard,	 don’t	 work,	 can’t	 spell,	 or	 are	 here	 because	
granny	 is	 visiGng	 and	wanted	 to	 come	 to	 the	ol’	 Kirk.	We	welcome	 those	
who	 are	 inked,	 pierced,	 both	 or	 neither.	 We	 offer	 a	 special	 welcome	 to	
those	who	 could	 use	 a	 prayer	 right	 now,	 had	 religion	 shoved	 down	 their	
throat	as	kids	or	got	lost	on	the	Armdale	roundabout	and	wound	up	here	by	
mistake.	 We	 welcome	 pilgrims,	 tourists,	 seekers,	 doubters…	 and	 you!	
(adapted, used with permission, Coventry Cathedral, England).	

Let us be gentle, patient and kind in 2021. 
5303 Tobin Street, Halifax, NS  B3H 1S3 
902.423.4294          ftmassey@eastlink.ca 

www.fortmasseychurch.com 

T. D. Cleveland-Thompson, Minister; Vurain Tabvuma, Liturgical Assistant;  
Jenny Trites, Music Director/Organist; Jade Fraser: Soloist;  

Robert Best, Assistant Pianist; John Walter, Assistant Organist;  
Ian MacDonald, Camera;  Kevin Robarts, Sexton;  

Tamara Mugford, Office Administrator.;  
Sancia Knorr, Church School; Lilli Knorr, Nursery;  

Andrew Mackay, Yoga 
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Fort MasseyChurch 
Spiritual Seekers United in Community 
H A L I F A X  ~ NOVA SCOTIA 
Our Sesquicentennial 1871-2021 

 

4th Sunday after Epiphany 
January 31, 2021, 10:30 a.m. 



The Word Made Fresh 
* indicates standing 

 PRELUDE John Walter (organ), Susan Walter (violin)            
 Lighting of Community Candle         
 GATHERING WORDS The Lord’s Prayer  VU 921 

*HYMN: VU 223  Eternal, Unchanging, We Sing  

 THE PEACE  Peace be with you.  
    And also with you. 
  
 WELCOME & NOTICES     

 MINUTE FOR MISSION Colleen Estabrooks 

 OFFERING      Local, Building, Mission & Service, Special 
 Offertory: 
*         Response: VU 543 We Give Thee But Thine Own  

 PRAYER    

*HYMN: VU 594  O Christian, Love 

 READING   Gospel of Matthew 5:38-45 
 Offered as wisdom for the journey. 
 May we walk in its light. 

 SERMON   The World as It Is 

*AFFIRMATION  A New Creed     VU 918                       

*HYMN: VU 608 Dear God, Who Loves All Humankind 

 PARTING WORDS  Amen. May it be so. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 POSTLUDE John Walter (organ) 

*     *     * 
We minister together, thanks to your support. Please call or 
e-mail the church office to contact Ruth MacKenzie re financial 
giving; or Linda MacDonald re serving on a committee.  



Nominating is looking for a Church Treasurer for the next three 
years. Could that be you? Contact Linda MacDonald. 

2021 Offering Envelopes are available in the Queen St lobby 
for those who contribute regularly to our ministry. Please 
contact the Church Office (902.423.4294 OR 
ftmassey@eastlink.ca)  for details on how you can be a 
contributor through weekly envelopes or the convenience of 
Pre-authorized Remittance (PAR).  

2020 Receipts are available today in the Queen Street lobby. 

Tellers are needed. Sign-up in the Queen St. lobby. 

Broadview subscription renewal is coming up. If you would like 
to support the ‘group’ funding for your subscription, you can do 
so by putting the cost ($25 – as  tax is included) in with the 
weekly offering – annotated as Broadview. Thank you. 

Wed Morning Coffee Party via Zoom, 10:30 AM 

Book Study starts Thu, Feb 18, 10:30 AM, in the music room. 

Hope Cottage Update – Our next dates for donating meals are 
Jun 24, Aug 19, Oct 14 and Dec 9. If you would like to volunteer 
to make a casserole for one of these dates or have any 
questions, please contact Teresa Orser, 902-266-7959 cell/text 
or ptmhorser@yahoo.ca.  

Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, March14, 2021, 
11:30 AM, in the sanctuary. (Storm date Sunday, March 21, 
11:30 AM) Reports need to be in to the church office by Feb 4.  

VU 223 
1 Eternal, Unchanging, we sing to your praise: 
 your mercies are endless, and righteous your ways; 
 your servants proclaim the renown of your name 
 who rules over all and is ever the same. 
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2 Again we rejoice in the world you have made, 
 your mighty creation in beauty arrayed, 
 we thank you for life, and we praise you for joy, 
 for love and for hope that no power can destroy. 

3 We praise you for Jesus, our Master and Lord, 
 the might of his Spirit, the truth of his word, 
 his comfort in sorrow, his patience in pain, 
 the faith sure and steadfast that Jesus shall reign. 

VU 543 
1  We give thee but thine own,   
 what e'er the gift may be; 
 all that we have is thine alone, 
 a trust, O God, from thee. 

2  May we thy bounties thus 
 as stewards true receive, 
 and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
 to thee our first-fruits give. Amen 

VU 594 
1 O Christian, love your sister and your brother! 
 Where pity dwells, the peace of God is there; 
 to worship rightly is to love each other, 
 each smile a hymn, each kindly deed a prayer. 

2 Follow with reverent steps the great example: 
 Jesus whose holy work was doing  good; 
 so shall the wide earth seem a hallowed temple, 
 each loving life a psalm of gratitude. 

3 Then shall all shackles fall; the stormy clangour 
 of wild war-music o'er the earth shall cease; 
 love shall tread out the baleful fire of anger, 
 and in its ashes plant the tree of peace. 



VU 608 
1 Dear God, who loves all humankind, 
  forgive our foolish ways; 
 reclothe us in our rightful mind; 
 in purer lives thy service find, 
  in deeper reverence, praise. 

2 In simple trust like theirs who heard, 
  beside the Syrian sea, 
 the gracious calling of the Lord, 
 let us, like them, without a word 
  rise up, and follow thee. 

3 O sabbath rest by Galilee! 
  O calm of hills above, 
 where Jesus knelt to share with thee 
 the silence of eternity, 
  interpreted by love! 

4 Drop thy still dews of quietness 
  till all our strivings cease; 
 take from our souls the strain and stress, 
 and let our ordered lives confess 
  the beauty of thy peace. 

5 Breathe through the heats of our desire 
  thy coolness and thy balm; 
 let sense be dumb, let flesh retire: 
 speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, 
  O still small voice of calm! 

Hymns Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-734498. All rights reserved. 
Eternal, Unchanging, We Sing: Words: R.B.Y. Scott 1938. Music: Welsh folk 
song, arr. John Roberts (Henllan) in Caniadau y Cyssegr 1839. Public domain. 
We Give Thee But Thine Own: Words: William Walsham How 1858. Music: 
Johann Balthasar König 1738, adapt. William Henry Havargal 1847. Public domain. 
O Christian, Love: Words: John Greenleaf Whittier 1848, alt. Music: Alfred Scott-
Gatty 1902. Public domain. 
Dear God, Who Loves All Humankind: Words: John Greenleaf Whittier 1872, alt. 
Music: Frederick Charles Maker 1887. Public domain.     


