Kirk Session, Sep 29, 7:30 PM (conference call)
Book Study, Oct 1, 10:30 AM. “Why Faith Matters” by David J.
Wolpe. Order your book at the Bookmark (423-0419).
Memorial Celebration Sunday, Oct 4, 10:30 AM. Our
Gathering will welcome family & friends of the late Nance North.
Sacrament of Communion, Sunday, Oct 11, 10:30 AM
A brief Congregational Meeting will be held during the notices.
Board of Management, Oct 13, 7:30 PM (conference call)
Welcome to Fort Massey. We extend a special welcome to those
who are single, married, divorced, widowed, straight, gay, confused,
well-heeled or down at heel. We especially welcome wailing babies
and excited toddlers. We welcome you whether you can sing like
Pavarotti or just growl quietly to yourself. You’re welcome here if
you’re ‘just browsing,’ just woken up or just got out of prison. We
don’t care if you’re more Christian than the Moderator of the United
Church of Canada, or haven’t been to church since Christmas ten
years ago. We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60
but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are growing up too fast.
We welcome keep-fit mums, hockey dads, starving artists, treehuggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome
those who are in recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if you’re
having problems, are down in the dumps or don’t like ‘organized
religion.’ (We’re not that keen on it either!) We offer a welcome to
those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell,
or are here because granny is visiting and wanted to come to the ol’
Kirk. We welcome those who are inked, pierced, both or neither. We
offer a special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now,
had religion shoved down their throat as kids or got lost on the
Armdale roundabout and wound up here by mistake. We welcome
pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters… and you!
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Celebrating our Sesquicentennial! 1871-2021

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Creation Time September 27, 2020

The Word Made Fresh
PRELUDE

D. Bédard: Entrée
(from Suite liturgique)

SILENT REFLECTION

Trinity Bell is rung. Community Candle is lit.

GATHERING WORDS

The Lord’s Prayer

HYMN: VU 256

O God beyond All Praising

VU 921

PASSING THE PEACE
WELCOME & NOTICES
OFFERING

Offertory:
Doxology: Praise God…

VU 541

Children exit for Church School

PRAYER
HYMN: VU 410 vs. 1-3

This Day God Gives Me

READINGS

Excerpt from Richard Holloway
“Doubts and Loves”; John 8:31-32
Offered as wisdom for the journey.
May we walk in its light,

SERMON

The Ultimate Concern

AFFIRMATION
HYMN: VU 660

A New Creed
How Firm a Foundation

PARTING WORDS

Amen. May it be so.

POSTLUDE

D. Bédard: Sortie
(from Suite liturgique)
*

*

*

VU 918

The flowers in the chancel today are given in loving memory of
Mary McDonald by her children, Alan, Lindsay, and Alison.

Sep 30, 1930 – Sep 24, 2019

We minister together, thanks to your support. Please call or
e-mail the church office to contact Ruth MacKenzie for inquiries
around financial giving (envelopes/PAR); or Linda MacDonald
re serving on a committee.
Our Sunday Spiritual Gatherings continue on-line as well as
in person; check out the Web & Facebook pages Sunday
afternoons to view. Seating is limited complying with the NS
physical distancing restrictions; and facemasks are required.
Singing is restricted to our leadership. There is no Coffee &
Conversation.
Hope Cottage: We need folks to help in Oct 8th and Dec 3rd to
make the Sailors’ Casserole. We will collect/deliver, or you can
drop off at Hope Cottage. Contact Teresa Orser via the church
office.
14th Annual Brunswick St Mission Breakfast, a virtual event
“What a Year! A look at our 2020” with Ron James, Sat, Oct 17,
9 AM. $100. Contact Joanne Hayman or Rev. Trent for tickets,
or contact BSM at 902.423.4605,
www.brunswickstreetmission.org

Corona Cookbook. We are looking for recipes you have been
cooking during the pandemic; and for a paragraph about your
quarantine activities and why this recipe resonated. A high
resolution (jpeg) photo to accompany the piece is optional.
Hope to have out for your Christmas shopping as a fundraiser
in celebration of FMC’s 150th anniversary and a vaccine
discovery in 2021. Send to Carol Dobson or Kathy Evans via
the church office. Get in asap. Thank you.
2021 Canadian Church Calendar includes Fort Massey.
Plan to order several copies for Christmas gifts. $15. Limited
number ordered so don’t be disappointed. Contact the Church
office via email or leave a message on the phone.
1

O God beyond all praising, we worship you today
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay;
for we can only wonder at every gift you send,
at blessings without number and mercies without end:
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word,
we honour and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.

2

The flower of earthly splendour in time must surely die,
its fragile bloom surrender to you our God most high;
but hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown,
though small in mortal stature,
to heaven's garden grown:
for Christ, your gift from heaven,
from death has set us free,
and we through him are given the final victory.

3

Then, hear O gracious Saviour,
this song of praise we sing.
May we, who know your favour,
our humble service bring;
and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill,
we'll triumph through our sorrows
and rise to bless you still:
to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.

1

This day God gives me strength of high heaven,
sun and moon shining, flame in my hearth,
flashing of lightning, wind in its swiftness,
deeps of the ocean, firmness of earth.

2

This day God sends me strength to sustain me,
might to uphold me, wisdom as guide.
Your eyes are watchful, your ears are listening,
your lips are speaking, Friend at my side.

3

God's way is my way, God's shield is round me,
God's host defends me, saving from ill.
Angels of heaven, drive from me always
all that would harm me, stand by me still.

1

How firm a foundation, you servants of God,
is laid for your faith in God's excellent word!
What more can be said than to you has been said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

2

'Fear not, I am with you; O be not dismayed!
For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I'll strengthen and help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous omnipotent hand.

3

'When through the deep waters I call you to go,
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
for I will be with you, your troubles to bless,
and sanctify to you your deepest distress.

4

'When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply:
the flame shall not hurt you; I only design
your dross to consume, and your gold to refine.

5

'The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
I will not - I will not desert to his foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
I'll never - no, never - no, never forsake!'

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures high and low;
give thanks to God in love made known:
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.
O God beyond All Praising: Words: Michael Perry © 1982 Mrs. Beatrice Perry (admin. Hope
Publishing Company) and Music: © 2007 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE
#A-734498. All rights reserved.
Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow: Words: Thomas Ken ca. 1674 and Music: Genevan Psalter
1551. Public domain.
This Day God Gives Me: Words: James Quinn © 1969 OCP. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE
#A-734498. All rights reserved. Music: Gaelic melody. Public domain.
How Firm a Foundation: Words: "K" in John Rippon's A Selection of Hymns 1787 alt. and Music:
Welsh folk melody; arr. John Roberts (Henllan) in Caniadau y Cyssegr 1839. Public domain.

HYMNS reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-734498
A New Creed
We are not alone,
we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others
by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.

