Welcome to Fort Massey. We extend a special welcome to those
who are single, married, divorced, widowed, straight, gay, confused,
well-heeled or down at heel. We especially welcome wailing babies
and excited toddlers. We welcome you whether you can sing like
Pavarotti or just growl quietly to yourself. You’re welcome here if
you’re ‘just browsing,’ just woken up or just got out of prison. We
don’t care if you’re more Christian than the Moderator of the United
Church of Canada, or haven’t been to church since Christmas ten
years ago. We extend a special welcome to those who are over 60
but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are growing up too fast.
We welcome keep-fit mums, hockey dads, starving artists, treehuggers, latte-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome
those who are in recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if you’re
having problems, are down in the dumps or don’t like ‘organized
religion.’ (We’re not that keen on it either!) We offer a welcome to
those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell,
or are here because granny is visiting and wanted to come to the ol’
Kirk. We welcome those who are inked, pierced, both or neither. We
offer a special welcome to those who could use a prayer right now,
had religion shoved down their throat as kids or got lost on the
Armdale roundabout and wound up here by mistake. We welcome
pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters, and you!
~ ~ ~ ~ ~

5303 Tobin Street, Halifax, NS B3H 1S3
902.423.4294
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The Word Made Fresh
*Indicates standing
PRELUDE
SILENT REFLECTION

Trinity Bell is rung. Community Candle is lit.

GATHERING WORDS

The Lord’s Prayer

*HYMN: MV 1

Let Us Build a House (omit v. 3)

PASSING THE PEACE

Peace be with you.
And also with you.

VU 921

WELCOME & NOTICES Minute for Mission – Linda MacDonald
OFFERING

*Response: What Can I Do?

MV 191

Children retire to Church School & Nursery

PRAYER
*HYMN: VU 602

Blest Be the Tie That Binds

READINGS

excerpt from Anne Lamott's
Traveling Mercies;
1 Cor. 3:10-17 – Alison McDonald
Offered as wisdom for the journey.
May we walk in its light.

SERMON

Celebrating the Spirit

*HYMN: MV 154

Deep in Our Hearts

*AFFIRMATION

A New Creed

*HYMN: VU 601

The Church of Christ in Every Age

– Rev. Heather Ferrier

VU 918

Alternate Tune: WAREHAM (VU 529)

PARTING WORDS

Amen. May it be so.

POSTLUDE

– Dr. John Walter
*

*

*

We minister together, thanks to your support. Please call or
e-mail the church office to contact Ruth MacKenzie for inquiries
around financial giving (envelopes/PAR); or Linda MacDonald
re serving on a committee.
A special welcome to our 149th Anniversary preacher, the
Rev’d Heather Ferrier, a former FMC student minister.
Kirk Session, Tuesday, Nov 24, 7:30 PM, Lower Hall.
2021 Canadian Church Calendar and 150th Anniversary
Cookbook. On Sale today - $15 & $20 respectively.
250 Christmas Stockings to fill by Dec 4. Contact Brunswick
Street Mission to see what is needed before dropping off.
Gifts with Vision Christmas catalog is available in the Tobin
St lobby or online at giftswithvision.ca.
Mission to Seafarers Shoeboxes will be received til Nov 29.
In lieu of a shoebox you can send a financial donation to: Helen
Glenn, Mission Manager, Mission to Seafarers Halifax P.O. Box
27114, 844 Marginal Road, Halifax, NS B3H 4M8
Phoenix House snack program. In lieu of collecting snack
foods make cheque out to Phoenix Youth Program.
Get ready for Christ(mas)! For Advent and Christmas family
activities visit united-church.ca and search “advent unwrapped”.
Music Recital with Dalhousie music students, Ms. Alison
Enriquez, violin; and Dr. Diemo Landgraf, piano; Dec 4, at
5 p.m. in the Fort Massey Church sanctuary. Freewill offering.
Christmas Trivia Night, Tuesday, Dec 17, at 7:30 PM via
Zoom. Contact info will be sent out that afternoon. Teams may
consist of one or more.

.


fi

Next Hope Cottage Casserole serving is Jan 7th. Contact
Teresa or the church of ce if you can help

1

The church of Christ in every age,
beset by change but Spirit led,
must claim and test its heritage
and keep on rising from the dead.

VU 601

2

Across the world, across the street
the victims of injustice cry
for shelter and for bread to eat,
and never live until they die.

3

Then let the servant church arise,
a caring church that longs to be
a partner in Christ's sacrifice,
and clothed in Christ's humanity.

4

For Christ alone, whose blood was shed,
can cure the fever in our blood,
and teach us how to share our bread
and feed the starving multitude.

5

We have no mission but to serve
in full obedience to our Lord:
to care for all without reserve
and spread Christ's liberating word.

Let us build a house
MV 1
where love can dwell and all can safely live,
A place where saints and children tell
how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions,
rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.
Let us build a house where prophets speak,
and words are strong and true,
where all God’s children dare to seek
to dream God’s reign anew.

Here the cross shall stand as witness
and as symbol of God’s grace;
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.
Let us build a house where hands will reach
beyond the wood and stone
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,
and live the Word they’ve known.
Here the outcast and the stranger
bear the image of God’s face;
let us bring an end to fear and danger:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.
Let us build a house where all are named,
their songs and visions heard
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed
as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter,
prayers of faith and songs of grace;
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.

What can I do? What Can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer.
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share.

MV 191

1

VU 602

Blest be the tie that binds
our hearts in Christian love;
the unity of heart and mind
is like to that above.

2

Before our Maker's throne
we pour our ardent prayers;
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
our comforts and our cares.

3

We share each other's woes,
each other's burdens bear;
and often for each other flows
the sympathizing tear.

4

This glorious hope revives
our courage on the way;
that we shall live in perfect love
in God's eternal day.

Deep in our hearts there is a common vision; MV 154
deep in our hearts there is a common song;
deep in our hearts there is a common story,
telling Creation that we are one.
Deep in our hearts there is a common purpose;
deep in our hearts there is a common goal;
deep in our hearts there is a sacred message,
justice and peace in harmony.
Deep in our hearts there is a common longing;
deep in our hearts there is a common theme;
deep in our hearts there is a common current,
flowing to freedom like a stream.
Deep in our hearts there is a common vision;
deep in our hearts there is a common song;
deep in our hearts there is a common story,
telling Creation that we are one.
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