
Welcome	 to	Fort	Massey.	We	extend	a	special	welcome	to	 those	who	are	
single,	married,	divorced,	widowed,	straight,	gay,	confused,	well-heeled	or	
down	at	heel.	We	especially	welcome	wailing	babies	and	excited	toddlers.	
We	welcome	you	whether	you	can	sing	like	Pavaro@	or	just	growl	quietly	to	
yourself.	You’re	welcome	here	if	you’re	‘just	browsing,’	just	woken	up	or	just	
got	 out	 of	 prison.	 We	 don’t	 care	 if	 you’re	 more	 ChrisGan	 than	 the	
Moderator	of	the	United	Church	of	Canada,	or	haven’t	been	to	church	since	
Christmas	 ten	 years	 ago.	We	 extend	 a	 special	welcome	 to	 those	who	 are	
over	 60	but	 not	 grown	up	 yet,	 and	 to	 teenagers	who	are	 growing	up	 too	
fast.	 We	 welcome	 keep-fit	 mums,	 hockey	 dads,	 starving	 arGsts,	 tree-
huggers,	 laLe-sippers,	 vegetarians,	 junk-food	 eaters.	 We	 welcome	 those	
who	 are	 in	 recovery	 or	 sGll	 addicted.	 We	 welcome	 you	 if	 you’re	 having	
problems,	are	down	 in	 the	dumps	or	don’t	 like	 ‘organized	religion.’	 (We’re	
not	 that	 keen	 on	 it	 either!)	We	 offer	 a	 welcome	 to	 those	 who	 think	 the	
earth	 is	 flat,	 work	 too	 hard,	 don’t	 work,	 can’t	 spell,	 or	 are	 here	 because	
granny	 is	 visiGng	 and	wanted	 to	 come	 to	 the	ol’	 Kirk.	We	welcome	 those	
who	 are	 inked,	 pierced,	 both	 or	 neither.	 We	 offer	 a	 special	 welcome	 to	
those	who	 could	 use	 a	 prayer	 right	 now,	 had	 religion	 shoved	 down	 their	
throat	as	kids	or	got	lost	on	the	Armdale	roundabout	and	wound	up	here	by	
mistake.	 We	 welcome	 pilgrims,	 tourists,	 seekers,	 doubters…	 and	 you!	
(adapted, used with permission, Coventry Cathedral, England)  

C O V I D – 1 9: wash your hands - physical distancing - self isolation 
Creating Community c. 1871 

Home	of	Mon/Wed/Fri	evening	AA/CA	groups,	Tue	evening	&	Wed	morning	
Yoga,	Wed	aZernoon	Tea	&	Tango,	Thu	morning	Japanese	Playgroup,		

Thu	evening	Girl	Guides,	Fri	aZernoon	Muslim	Prayers	
5303 Tobin Street, Halifax, NS  B3H 1S3 
902.423.4294          ftmassey@eastlink.ca 

www.fortmasseychurch.com 

T. D. Cleveland-Thompson, Minister; Vurain Tabvuma, Liturgical Assistant; Jenny Trites, 
Music Director/Organist; Diemo Landgraf, Assistant Organist; John Walter, Assistant 
Organist; Kevin Robarts, Sexton; Tamara Mugford, Office Admin.; Sancia Knorr, Church 
School; Elizabeth Dorey, Nursery; Andrew Mackay, Yoga; Martina Summer, Tea & Tango.  
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Fort Massey United Church 
H A L I F A X   ~   NOVA SCOTIA 

 

Christian Family Sunday 

May 10, 2020 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

A Virtual Service 
Found on FMC Facebook & Web Pages 

Thanks to Kevin Robarts, Camera 



 T H E  W O R D  M A D E  F R E S H 

PRELUDE                

SILENT REFLECTION Trinity Bell is rung. Community Candle is lit. 

GATHERING WORDS  

HYMN: VU 395 Part of the Family (vs. 1, 2 & 4) 
– Jennifer Billard, Song Leader   

WELCOME & NOTICES 

OFFERING SONG   What Can I Do? (2x) MV 191   

PRAYER    The Lord’s Prayer  VU 921 

HYMN: VU 556 Would You Bless Our Homes 
 and Families 

READINGS     Excerpt from “After the Cure”  
by Elizabeth Evitts Dickinson,  
a May 2020 article in the 
Washington Post Magazine; 

 Ephesians 6:1-3 
                       Offered as wisdom for the journey.  
                       May we walk in its light.   
   
SERMON          Winning the Lottery of Life 
  
HYMN: VU 554 God Made from One Blood    
  Alt. Tune ST DENIO (VU 660) 

PARTING WORDS   Amen. May it be so. 

POSTLUDE    

*    *    * 



Today is Christian Family Sunday on the Church Calendar, 
known to most people as Mother’s Day. We all have or had 
mothers; and it is them and our memories of them that we 
celebrate today. Happy Mother’s Day! 

We minister together, thanks to your support. Please call or 
e-mail the church office to contact Ruth MacKenzie for inquiries 
around financial giving (envelopes/PAR); or Linda MacDonald 
re volunteering or serving on a committee.  

Convalescing at home. Ian MacDonald 

Getting together via ZOOM 
Women’s Coffee Morning, Tuesdays at 10 AM 
Congregational Coffee Party, Wednesdays at 10:30 AM.  
Sing-a-long with Choir & friends, Thursdays at 7:30 PM 
Men’s Break, Fridays at 10 AM 
Access info for Zoom meetings will be emailed to you before 
each event. 

Hope Cottage Ministry: We still need folks to help in June, 
Aug, Oct and Dec. Because of social distancing the dining room 
is closed. Donations of boxes (6x6x4), sandwich meats, juice 
boxes, granola bars, and fruit are welcome, as well as financial 
donations. We will collect/deliver, or you can drop off directly at 
Hope Cottage. Contact Teresa Orser via the church office. 

Brunswick St Mission is preparing daily meals for city 
shelters. Many new younger volunteers have come forward to 
prepare the meals. Now they need money to purchase the food. 
Financial donations are now being gratefully received.  
The Brunswick Street Mission, 2107 Brunswick St., Halifax, NS   
B3K 2Y4  902-423-4605   bsm1@eastlink.ca 

Region 15 Annual Meeting has been postponed to a virtual 
gathering for business on June 10th; followed by a tentative  
In-person gathering ‘Festival of Faith’, Nov 6 & 7, location TBD. 

mailto:bsm1@eastlink.ca


Part of the Family      VU 395 

Come in, come in and sit down, 
 you are a part of the family. 
 We are lost and we are found, 
 and we are a part of the family. 

1 You know the reason why you came, 
 yet no reason can explain; 
 so share in the laughter and cry in the pain, 
 for we are a part of the family.  R 

2 God is with us in this place, 
 like a mother's warm embrace. 
 We're all forgiven by God's grace, 
 for we are a part of the family.  R 

4 There's rest for the weary and health for us all; 
 there's a yoke that is easy, and a burden that's small. 
 So come in and worship and answer the call, 
 for we are a part of the family.  R 

1 Would you bless our homes and families,  VU 556 
  Source of life who calls us here; 
 in our world of stress and tension 
  teach us love that conquers fear. 
 Help us learn to love each other 
  with a love that constant stays; 
 teach us when we face our troubles, 
  love's expressed in many ways. 



2 When our way is undemanding, 
  let us use the time that's ours 
 to delight in simple pleasures, 
  sharing joys in gentle hours. 
 When our way is anxious walking 
  and a heavy path we plod, 
 teach us trust in one another 
  and in you, our gracious God. 

3 From the homes in which we're nurtured, 
  with the love that shapes us there, 
 teach us, God, to claim as family 
  every one whose life we share. 
 And through all that life may offer, 
  may we in your love remain; 
 may the love we share in families 
  be alive to praise your name. 

4 Let us reach beyond the boundaries 
  of our daily thought and care 
 till the family you have chosen 
  spills its love out everywhere. 
 Help us learn to love each other 
  with a love that constant stays; 
 teach us when we face our troubles 
  love's expressed in many ways. 

1 God made from one blood all the families of earth,     VU 554 
 the circles of nurture that raise us from birth, 
 companions who join us to walk through each stage 
 of childhood and youth and adulthood and age. 



2 We turn to you, God, with our thanks and our tears 
 for all of the families we've known through the years, 
 the intimate networks on whom we depend 
 of parents and partners and children and friends. 

3 Through families we've tasted the value of trust 
 and felt what it means to be loving and just, 
 yet families have also betrayed their best goals, 
 mistreating their members and bruising their souls. 

4 Help families in all of their various forms 
 to face with integrity struggles and storms; 
 grant peace in our homes that will nurture the bud 
 of peace for the families you made from one blood. 

Part of the Family: Words and Music by James K. Manley © 1984 J. Manley Publishing. Reprinted under 
ONE LICENSE #A-734498.  All rights reserved. 

What Can I Do?: Words and Music by Paul Rumbolt & Michele McCarthy © 2005 Paul Rumbolt. 
Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-734498.  All rights reserved. 

Would You Bless Our Homes and Families: Words by Walter Farquharson © 1977 and Music by Ron 
Klusmeier © 1977. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-734498.  All rights reserved. 

God Made from One Blood: Words by Thomas H. Troeger, adapt. © 1988 Oxford University Press, Inc. 
and Music from Welsh folk melody, arr. John Roberts (Henllan) in Caniadau y Cyssegr 1839.  Reprinted 
under ONE LICENSE #A-734498.  All rights reserved. 


