Welcome to Fort Massey. We extend a special welcome to those who are
single, married, divorced, widowed, straight, gay, confused, well-heeled or
down at heel. We especially welcome wailing babies and excited toddlers.
We welcome you whether you can sing like Pavaro or just growl quietly to
yourself. You’re welcome here if you’re ‘just browsing,’ just woken up or just
got out of prison. We don’t care if you’re more Chris an than the
Moderator of the United Church of Canada, or haven’t been to church since
Christmas ten years ago. We extend a special welcome to those who are
over 60 but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are growing up too
fast. We welcome keep- t mums, hockey dads, starving ar sts, treehuggers, la e-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome those
who are in recovery or s ll addicted. We welcome you if you’re having
problems, are down in the dumps or don’t like ‘organized religion.’ (We’re
not that keen on it either!) We o er a welcome to those who think the
earth is at, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or are here because
granny is visi ng and wanted to come to the ol’ Kirk. We welcome those
who are inked, pierced, both or neither. We o er a special welcome to
those who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down their
throat as kids or got lost on the Armdale roundabout and wound up here by
mistake. We welcome pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters… and you!
(adapted, used with permission, Coventry Cathedral, England).

Let us be gentle, patient and kind in 2021.
5303 Tobin Street, Halifax, NS B3H 1S3
902.423.4294
ftmassey@eastlink.ca

www.fortmasseychurch.com
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T. D. Cleveland-Thompson, Minister; Vurain Tabvuma, Liturgical Assistant;
Jenny Trites, Music Director/Organist; Jade Fraser: Soloist;
Diemo Landgraf and John Walter, Assistant Organists;
Ian MacDonald, Camera; Kevin Robarts, Sexton;
Tamara Mugford, Office Administrator.;
Sancia Knorr, Church School; Lilli Knorr, Nursery;
Andrew Mackay, Yoga

Fort MasseyChurch
Spiritual Seekers United in Community

H A L I F A X ~ NOVA SCOTIA
Our Sesquicentennial 1871-2021

December 27, 2020, 10:30 a.m.
A Service of Readings & Carols
First Sunday after Christmas
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* indicates standing for those who are able
PRELUDE
LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE
GATHERING WORDS
CAROL

O Come, All Ye Faithful

THE PEACE

Peace be with you.

VU 60

WELCOME & NOTICES
OFFERING

Response: All Poor Ones…v.1

VU 68

A READING

Sending Christmas Greetings:
A CBC Radio Talk, Nov 28, 1975
by Norman Creighton

CAROL

He Is Born

A READING

The Eaton’s Beauty by David Weale

CAROL

Joy Is Now in Every Place

A READING

A Five-Dollar Performance
by Ralph Costello

CAROL

Down to Earth, as a Dove

A READING

Wishing for Santa by Mark Tunney

CAROL

Still, Still, Still…

PRAYER

The Lord’s Prayer

CLOSING CAROL

Oh, How Joyfully

VU 50

VU 45

VU 42

VU 47
VU 921
VU 57

PARTING WORDS

Amen. May it be so.

POSTLUDE
*

*

*

Today’s Readings are taken from The Finest Tree and other
Christmas Stories from Atlantic Canada, edited by Dan
Soucoup. Nimbus Publishing, 2014.
We minister together, thanks to your support. Please call or
e-mail the church office to contact Ruth MacKenzie re financial
giving; or Linda MacDonald re serving on a committee.
Happy January Birthdays: Anne Thompson on the 1st, Ruth
MacKenzie (5th), Deanna Landry (6th), Mary Carmichael (8th),
Margi James (22nd).
2021 Offering Envelopes are available in the Tobin St lobby
for those who contribute regularly to our ministry. Please
contact the Church Office (902.423.4294 OR
ftmassey@eastlink.ca) for details on how you can be a
contributor through weekly envelopes or the convenience of
Pre-authorized Remittance (PAR).
The church office will be closed until Jan 5, 2021. For
emergencies, please call the manse.
Next Wed Morning Coffee Party via Zoom, Jan 6, 10:30 AM
Board of Management, Jan 12, 7:30 PM
Kirk Session, Jan 26, 7:30 PM
Hope Cottage Casserole. Thank you to all our cooks who
signed up for Jan 7, and to our co-ordinator, Teresa.

Wishing you a happy Christmas tide and new year!

1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem:
come and behold him, born the King of angels;
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
2 God of God, light of light,
lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb;
very God, begotten, not created: R
3 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
glory to God in the highest: R
4 See how the shepherds summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;
5 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: R

1 All poor ones and humble and all those who stumble,
come hastening, and feel not afraid;
for Jesus, our treasure, with love past all measure,
in lowly poor manger was laid.
Though wise men who found him
laid rich gifts around him,
yet oxen they gave him their hay,
and Jesus in beauty accepted their duty;
contented in manger he lay.
Then haste we to show him the praises we owe him;
our service he ne'er can despise;]
whose love still is able to show us that stable,
where softly in manger he lies.

He is born, little Child divine;
play on the reeds while the lutes are strumming.
He is born, little Child divine;
join the song to announce the day.
1 Through long ages of the past,
prophets have foretold his coming;
through long ages of the past,
now the time has come at last! R
2 O how lovely, O how pure
is this perfect child of heaven;
O how lovely, O how pure,
gracious gift to humankind! R
3 Lowly lodged in a stable poor,
laid on straw for his infant cradle.
Lowly lodged in a stable poor,
God came down to our mortal aid. R
4 Jesus, Lord of all the world,
coming as a child among us,
Jesus, Lord of all the world,
grant to us your heavenly peace. R
1 Joy is now in every place,
Christmas lightens every face;
now be with us, in your grace,
O hear us, bless us, holy Jesus.
2 May the star that shone that night,
making your poor stable bright,
fill our hearts with love and light, R
3 Through the New Year let it stay,
leading us upon your way,
making Christmas every day, R

4 Now and ever may we find
your good news to fill our mind:
peace and love to humankind, R

1 Down to earth, as a dove, came to dwell holy love:
Jesus Christ from above
bringing great salvation meant for every nation.
Let us sing, sing, sing,
dance and spring, spring, spring;
Christ is here, ever near!
Gloria in excelsis.
2 This is love come to light, now is fear put to flight.
God defeats darkest night,
giving for our sorrows hope of new tomorrows. R
3 Christ the Lord comes to feed hungry souls in their need;
in the house there is bread:
Jesus in a stable, in the church a table. R
1 Still, still, still: the night is calm and still.
The Christchild in his crib lies sleeping,
angels round him watch are keeping.
Still, still, still: the night is calm and still.
2 Sleep, sleep, sleep: sweet Jesus, softly sleep,
while Mary sings and gently holds you,
safely in her arms enfolds you.
Sleep, sleep, sleep: sweet Jesus softly sleep.
3 Joy, joy, joy; glad tidings of great joy!
For through God's holy incarnation
Christ is born for our salvation.
Joy, joy, joy; glad tidings of great joy!

1 Oh, how joyfully, oh, how hopefully,
waits the world on Christmas Eve!
Love comes healing, God revealing.
Friends, be joyful and believe!
2 Oh, how joyfully, oh, how peacefully,
sleeps the world on Christmas Night!
Sins are covered, grace discovered.
In our darkness shines the light!
3 Oh, how joyfully, oh, how thankfully,
wakes the world on Christmas Morn!
God has spoken, death is broken.
Hallelujah! Christ is born!

O Come, All Ye Faithful: Words: Latin, John Francis Wade ca. 1743, English, Frederick Oakeley 1841 et
al. Music: attrib. John Francis Wade ca. 1743. Public domain.
All Poor Ones and Humble: Words: Katherine Emily Roberts © 1928 University Press, Inc. Reprinted
under ONE LICENSE #A-734498. All rights reserved. Music: Welsh carol. Public domain.
He Is Born, Little Child: Words: trad. 19th century French carol; trans. George Evans © 1963 Walton
Music Corporation. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-734498. All rights reserved. Music: 18th
century French carol. Public domain.
Joy Is Now in Every Place: Words: Author unknown and Music: German carol melody ca. 1500. Public
domain.
Down to Earth, As a Dove: Fred Kaan © 1968 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted under ONE
LICENSE #A-734498. All rights reserved. Music: melody from Piae Cantiones 1582. Public domain.
Still, Still, Still: Words: Austrian carol ; trans. John Rutter © 1994 Hinshaw Music, Inc. and Music:
Austrian melody; arr. Walter Ehret © 1980 Walton Music Corporation. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE
#A-734498. All rights reserved.
Oh, How Joyfully: Words: Brian Wren © 1993 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted under ONE
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