Welcome to Fort Massey. We extend a special welcome to

those who are single, married, divorced, widowed, straight, gay,
confused, well-heeled or down at heel. We especially welcome
wailing babies and excited toddlers. We welcome you whether you
can sing like Pavarotti or just growl quietly to yourself. You’re
welcome here if you’re ‘just browsing,’ just woken up or just got
out of prison. We don’t care if you’re more Christian than the
Moderator of the United Church of Canada, or haven’t been to
church since Christmas ten years ago. We extend a special
welcome to those who are over 60 but not grown up yet, and to
teenagers who are growing up too fast. We welcome keep-fit
mums, hockey dads, starving artists, tree-huggers, latte-sippers,
vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome those who are in
recovery or still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having
problems, are down in the dumps or don’t like ‘organized
religion.’ (We’re not that keen on it either!) We offer a welcome to
those who think the earth is flat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t
spell, or are here because granny is visiting and wanted to come
to the ol’ Kirk. We welcome those who are inked, pierced, both or
neither. We offer a special welcome to those who could use a
prayer right now, had religion shoved down their throat as kids or
got lost on the Armdale roundabout and wound up here by
mistake. We welcome pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters, and
you! Happy Christmas.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~
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4th Sunday of Advent
White Gift Sunday
December 20, 2020, 10:30 a.m.

The Word Made Fresh
PRELUDE
ADVENT WREATH CANDLE LIGHTING – LOVE
Liturgy by Lori Megley-Best, Ryerson U.C., Vancouver
– Chris Oickle & Brooke Robinson, Jackson & Trent

INTROIT

Love is a flame that burns in our heart,
Jesus has come and will never depart.
When God is a child there’s joy in our song.
The last shall be first and the weak shall be
strong, and none shall be afraid. v. 4, VU 7

GATHERING WORDS
HYMN: VU 9

People Look East

THE PEACE

Peace be with you.

WELCOME
PAGEANT

The Wonders of Christmas:

THE NOTICES

Minute for Mission

OFFERING

The Story told in Scripture, Carols,
& Photos (adapted from a Service
written by David Sparks, in 1987)
– Sunday Church School & Nursery
with Sancia Knorr and Lilli Knorr

– Brunswick St Mission

Our White Gift Offerings will go to Brunswick St Mission

*Response: O Lord, how shall I meet you,
how welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you,
my hope, my heart's delight!
O kindle, then, most holy,
a lamp within my breast,
to do in spirit lowly
all that may please you best.
v. 1, VU 31

PRAYER

The Lord’s Prayer

HYMN: VU 17

O Ancient Love

PARTING WORDS

Amen. May it be so.

VU 921

POSTLUDE

We minister together, thanks to your support. Please call or
e-mail the church office to contact Ruth MacKenzie re financial
giving; or Linda MacDonald re serving on a committee.
Happy December Birthdays: 29th, Maddy Spicer.
Thank you to our Sunday Church School & Nursery, as well as
Sancia & Lille Knorr, for their participation in today’s service.
Gifts with Vision Christmas catalog is available in the Tobin
St lobby or online at giftswithvision.ca.
Christmas Gift. Our 150th Anniversary Cookbook for $20
makes a great stocking stuffer. Contact the office.
Another gift idea. A donation to Fort Massey can be made as
a gift to a friend or family member. Contact the office for details.
This Week @ the Fort:
Wed Coffee Party via Zoom. Topic - “my favourite Xmas”
memory”, 10:30 AM; Contact info will be sent out that morning
Thu Christmas Eve Service, Virtual only, 7 PM, with guest
appearance by Erin Lesser and Tristan Cleveland-Thompson.
Next Sunday our virtual Service will be A Service of Readings
(from Atlantic Canada) & Carols
Hope Cottage Casserole. Thank you to all our cooks who
signed up for Jan 7, and to our co-ordinator, Teresa.

1

People, look east. The time is near
of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,
trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east and sing today:
Love the guest is on the way.

2

Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare,
one more seed is planted there:
give up your strength the seed to nourish,
that in course the flower may flourish.
People, look east and sing today:
Love the rose is on the way.

3

Birds, though you long have ceased to build,
guard the nest that must be filled;
even the hour when wings are frozen
God for fledging time has chosen.
People, look east and sing today:
Love the bird is on the way.

4

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim
one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather,
bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east and sing today:
Love the star is on the way.

5

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth
Christ who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming
with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today:

1

O ancient love, processing through the ages;
O hidden love, revealed in human form;
O promised love, the dream of seers and sages:
O living Love, within our hearts be born,
O living Love, within our hearts be borne.

2

O homeless love, that dwells among the stranger;
O lowly love, that knows the mighty's scorn;
O hungry love, that lay within a manger: R

3

O gentle love, caressing those in sorrow;
O tender love, that comforts those forlorn;
O hopeful love, that promises tomorrow: R

4

O suffering love, that bears our human weakness;
O boundless love, that rises with the morn;
O mighty love, concealed in infant meekness: R

Hope Is a Star: Words: Brian Wren and Music: Joan Collier Fogg © 1989 Hope Publishing
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