Welcome to Fort Massey. We extend a special welcome to those who are

single, married, divorced, widowed, straight, gay, confused, well-heeled or
down at heel. We especially welcome wailing babies and excited toddlers.
We welcome you whether you can sing like Pavaro@ or just growl quietly to
yourself. You’re welcome here if you’re ‘just browsing,’ just woken up or just
got out of prison. We don’t care if you’re more ChrisGan than the
Moderator of the United Church of Canada, or haven’t been to church since
Christmas ten years ago. We extend a special welcome to those who are
over 60 but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are growing up too
fast. We welcome keep-ﬁt mums, hockey dads, starving arGsts, treehuggers, laLe-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome those
who are in recovery or sGll addicted. We welcome you if you’re having
problems, are down in the dumps or don’t like ‘organized religion.’ (We’re
not that keen on it either!) We oﬀer a welcome to those who think the
earth is ﬂat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or are here because
granny is visiGng and wanted to come to the ol’ Kirk. We welcome those
who are inked, pierced, both or neither. We oﬀer a special welcome to
those who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down their
throat as kids or got lost on the Armdale roundabout and wound up here by
mistake. We welcome pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters… and you!
(adapted, used with permission, Coventry Cathedral, England)

C O V I D – 1 9: wash your hands - physical distancing - self isolation

Creating Community c. 1871

Home of Mon/Wed/Fri evening AA/CA groups, Tue evening & Wed morning
Yoga, Wed aXernoon Tea & Tango, Thu morning Japanese Playgroup,
Thu evening Girl Guides, Fri aXernoon Muslim Prayers
5303 Tobin Street, Halifax, NS B3H 1S3
902.423.4294
ftmassey@eastlink.ca
www.fortmasseychurch.com
T. D. Cleveland-Thompson, Minister; Rhonda Schofield, Student Minister; Vurain Tabvuma,
Liturgical Assistant; Jenny Trites, Music Director/Organist; Diemo Landgraf, Assistant
Organist; John Walter, Assistant Organist; Kevin Robarts, Sexton; Tamara Mugford, Office
Admin.; Sancia Knorr, Church School; Elizabeth Dorey, Nursery; Andrew Mackay, Yoga;
Martina Summer, Tea & Tango. Contact Ruth MacKenzie at
902.477.5365 OR
raem@ns.sympatico.ca for offering envelopes or info on Preauthorized Remittance-PAR.

Fort Massey United Church
H A L I F A X ~ NOVA SCOTIA

April 26, 2020 – Third Sunday of Easter
A Virtual Service
Found on FMC Facebook & Web Pages
Thanks to Ian MacDonald, Camera

THE WORD MADE FRESH
PRELUDE

J.S. Bach: Christ Is Risen

SILENT REFLECTION

Trinity Bell is rung. Community Candle is lit.
One minute’s silence in memory of all those
who lost their lives in central Nova Scotia,
last weekend.

PIPER’S RESPONSE

Amazing Grace – John Gillis, Piper

GATHERING WORDS

The Lord’s Prayer

HYMN: VU 159

The Strife Is O’er

(BWV 627, Verse 1)

– Jennifer Billard, Song Leader

WELCOME & NOTICES

VU 921

OFFERING SONG

What Can I Do? (2x)

MV 191

READINGS

Excerpt from unknown author on a
2011 online blog “The Power of
Symbols”; Exodus 3:1-5
Offered as wisdom for the journey.
May we walk in its light.

HYMN: VU 196
SERMON

Wind Who Makes All Winds That Blow

People Who Need Symbols

PRAYER
HYMN: VU 658

O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go

PARTING WORDS
POSTLUDE

J.S. Bach: Christ Is Risen
(BWV 627, Verse 3)

* * *
Our Sympathy to the family of the late Brenda Fong, who died
at her home in White Hills Care Facility, Hammonds Plains on
April 21; to her son, Peter & Lise, and grandchildren, Bruce &
Melisa (Rothesay, NB); and son-in-law, Frank Turner, and
grandchildren, Jamie & Luke (Calgary).
Our Sympathy to Doree Gargan (Bedford), partner, and the
family of the late Mone Fong, who died on April 22.
We minister together, thanks to your support. Please
contact Ruth MacKenzie for inquiries around financial giving
(envelopes/PAR) at 902.477.5365; or Linda MacDonald re
volunteering or serving on a committee at 902.470.0365.
Getting together via ZOOM
Women’s Coffee Morning, Tuesdays, 10 AM
Congregational Coffee Party, Wednesdays at 10:30 AM.
Sing-a-long with the Choir, Thursdays, 7:30 PM

Access info for Zoom meetings will be emailed out to you
before each event.
Board of Management will meet over a teleconference call on
Tuesday, April 28, at 4:30 PM.
Hope Cottage Ministry: We still need folks to help in June,
Aug, Oct and Dec. Because of social distancing the dining room
is closed. Donations of boxes (6x6x4), sandwich meats, juice
boxes, granola bars, and fruit are welcome, as well as financial
donations. We will collect/deliver, or you can drop off directly at
Hope Cottage. Contact Teresa Orser, 902-266-7959 cell/text or
ptmhorser@yahoo.ca
Brunswick St Mission is preparing daily meals for city
shelters. Many new younger volunteers have come forward to
prepare the meals. Now they need money to purchase the food.
Financial donations are now being gratefully received.
The Brunswick Street Mission, 2107 Brunswick St., Halifax, NS
B3K 2Y4
902-423-4605
bsm1@eastlink.ca
A 150 Project. As you know, next year, 2021, Fort Massey
Church celebrates its 150th anniversary. We’re looking for
photos from unusual vantage points. We will set up an exhibit
in the Music Room and use some of these photos for our
Facebook and web pages. Get snapping!
The following events have been cancelled
AST Gala Dinner, May 8, The Lord Nelson Hotel
AST Convocation, May 9, St. Agnes Church, Halifax
Region 15 Annual Meeting, May 21-24, Sackville, NB
Atlantic Seminar in Theological Education, June 14-19,
Tatamagouche, NS

1

The strife is o'er, the battle done;
the victory of life is won;
the song of triumph has begun, hallelujah!

2

The powers of death have done their worst,
but Christ their legions has dispersed;
let shouts of holy joy outburst, hallelujah!

3

He closed the ancient gates of hell,
the bars from heaven's high portals fell;
let songs of praise his triumph tell, hallelujah!

4

On the third morn he rose again,
glorious in majesty to reign;
O let us swell the joyful strain, hallelujah!

VU 159

What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer.
I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. (2x)

MV 191

1

Wind who makes all winds that blow,
gusts that bend the saplings low,
gales that heave the sea in waves,
stirrings in the mind's deep caves,
aim your breath with steady power
on your church this day, this hour.
Raise, renew the life we've lost,
Spirit God of Pentecost.

VU 196

2

Fire who fuels all fires that burn,
suns around which planets turn,
beacons marking reefs and shoals,
shining truth to guide our souls,
come to us as once you came:
burst in tongues of sacred flame!
Light and Power, Might and Strength,
fill your church, its breadth and length.

3

Holy Spirit, Wind and Flame,
move within our mortal frame.
Make our hearts an altar pyre,
kindle them with your own fire.
Breathe and blow upon that blaze
till our lives, our deeds and ways,
speak that tongue which every land
by your grace shall understand.

1

O Love that wilt not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in thee;
I give thee back the life I owe,
that in thine ocean depths its flow
may richer, fuller be.

2

O Light that followest all my way,
I yield my flickering torch to thee;
my heart restores its borrowed ray,
that in thy sunshine's blaze its day
may brighter, fairer be.

3

O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain,
and feel the promise is not vain
that morn shall tearless be.

4

O Cross that liftest up my head,
I dare not ask to fly from thee;
I lay in dust life's glory dead,
and from the ground there blossoms red
life that shall endless be.

VU 658

Public domain:
Christ Is Risen: J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
Amazing Grace: from Virginia Harmony 1831
The Lord's Prayer: traditional
The Strife Is O'er: Words from Latin 17th century, trans. Francis Pott 1861. Music by William Henry
Monk 1861 from melody by Giovanni Palestrina 1591
O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go: Words by George Matheson 1881. Music by Albert Lister Peace 1884.
What Can I Do?: Words & Music by Paul Rumbolt and Michele McCarthy © 2005
www.paulrumbolt.com. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-734498. All rights reserved.
Wind Who Makes All Winds Blow: Words by Thomas H. Troeger © 1983 Oxford University Press.
Music by Joseph Parry 1879. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-734498. All rights reserved.

