Welcome to Fort Massey. We extend a special welcome to those who are
single, married, divorced, widowed, straight, gay, confused, well-heeled or
down at heel. We especially welcome wailing babies and excited toddlers.
We welcome you whether you can sing like Pavaro@ or just growl quietly to
yourself. You’re welcome here if you’re ‘just browsing,’ just woken up or just
got out of prison. We don’t care if you’re more ChrisGan than the
Moderator of the United Church of Canada, or haven’t been to church since
Christmas ten years ago. We extend a special welcome to those who are
over 60 but not grown up yet, and to teenagers who are growing up too
fast. We welcome keep-ﬁt mums, hockey dads, starving arGsts, treehuggers, laLe-sippers, vegetarians, junk-food eaters. We welcome those
who are in recovery or sGll addicted. We welcome you if you’re having
problems, are down in the dumps or don’t like ‘organized religion.’ (We’re
not that keen on it either!) We oﬀer a welcome to those who think the
earth is ﬂat, work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or are here because
granny is visiGng and wanted to come to the ol’ Kirk. We welcome those
who are inked, pierced, both or neither. We oﬀer a special welcome to
those who could use a prayer right now, had religion shoved down their
throat as kids or got lost on the Armdale roundabout and wound up here by
mistake. We welcome pilgrims, tourists, seekers, doubters… and you!
(adapted, used with permission, Coventry Cathedral, England)
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3rd Sunday of Advent
December 15, 2019
10:30 a.m.

O R D E R of S E R V I C E
* indicates standing for those who are able
PRELUDE
SILENT REFLECTION

Trinity bell is rung; Community candle is lit.

GATHERING WORDS
*HYMN: VU 38

Angels We Have Heard on High

*THE PEACE

Peace be with you. And also with you.

WELCOME

“My favourite Christmas memory/tradition”

NOTICES

Minute for Mission – Colleen Estabrooks

OFFERING

Response: standing
VU 7
Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn,
telling the world that the Saviour is born.
When God is a child there’s joy in our song.
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,
and none shall be afraid.

THEME TIME
with the Sunday’s Cool Crowd
Advent 3: JOY
One: In a distressing and despairing world,
All: we are called to share God’s joy.
One: A joy that cannot be purchased or packaged,
All: a joy that is…
(When do you experience joy?)

One: Grant us the courage to share this joy,
All: as we proclaim the joy of the world,
God-with-us, Emmanuel.
One: May this gift of a candle’s defiant flame remind us
of God’s gift of joy! (Light third Advent candle.)
All: Amen!
ADVENT CAROL
VU 6
A candle is burning, a candle of joy,
a candle to welcome brave Mary’s new boy.
Our hearts fill with wonder, and eyes light and glow.
as joy brightens winter like sunshine on snow.
(Children leave for Church School & Nursery)

PRAYER

The Lord’s Prayer

VU 921

ANTHEM

We Wait (Ruth Elaine Schram)

READINGS

Excerpt from Robert Fulghum
“Christmas Explained to an Anxious
Heathen”; Matthew 1:18-24 – Clarissa Sit
Offered as wisdom for the journey.
May we walk in its light.

*HYMN: VU 62

Once in Royal David’s City

SERMON

Finding Christmas Presence

*AFFIRMATION

A New Creed

*HYMN: VU 59

Joy to the World

*PARTING WORDS

Amen. May it be so.

Sophie Stryniak, cello

VU 918

POSTLUDE

!

After Service join us in the lower hall for Connection, Coffee, and
Conversation; hosts today are the Dorey & Sinclair families.
Thank you to Peter & Stephanie Coulthard for the greening of our
sanctuary for the Christmas season.
Magazine table is located outside the kitchen – take or exchange!
Daily Devotional, These Days, is available in Tobin St. lobby.
2020 offering envelopes are available in the Tobin St lobby; or try
the convenience of PAR which assures you of supporting your church
on those stormy winter Sundays or summer holidays. Please contact
Ruth MacKenzie at 902.477.5365 OR email raem@ns.sympatico.ca
Christmas Gift Idea. Are you trying to decide what to give to a friend/
family member/yourself this year? You might consider giving a year’s
subscription to BROADVIEW, the United Church magazine. The
subscription costs $20.00 Please pick up a ‘gift’ card either in either
the Tobin or Queen Street lobbies.

Congratulations to Capt. Angus McDonald who received the
Merchant Navy Medal for Meritorious Service. The medal is given to
those who “have shown devotion to duty and exemplary service
which has been of particular value and has constituted an
outstanding example to others”.
Christmas Cheer to a shut-in. Anyone willing to deliver a small
token of remembrance from the Church, please pick one up from the
table in the lower hall after the service. Thank you to our U.C.W..
THIS WEEK @ the fort…
U.C.W. meeting to discuss finances will be held immediately after
Service today in the Irene Parks Memorial Parlour.
Next Women's Coffee Group, TBA
Yoga with Andrew Mackay, Tue, 6:30 PM, Lower Hall
Book Study resumes Thu, Jan 9, 10:30 AM, IPM Room (parlour)
Choir Practice, Thu, 7:30 PM, Sanctuary
Breakfast Out, Fri, Dec 20, 9:30 AM, at Steak & Stein –
Open to all; sign-up in the Tobin St lobby, please.
UPCOMING @ the fort…
White Gift Sunday with the Church School, Dec 22, 10:30 AM
Pizza Sunday, Dec 22, 11:30 AM
Christmas Eve Family Service, Monday, Dec 24, 7 PM
Christmas One Service, Sunday, Dec 29, 10:30 AM
GIVING @ the fort…
Mission to Seafarers boxes will be collected today. Receipts
available for financial donations sent directly to Halifax Mission to
Seafarers, PO Box 27114, Halifax, NS B3H 4M8
White Gift Bags. During Advent you are invited to place nonperishable food items in a white bag (located in the lobbies) for the
Brunswick Street Mission Food Pantry, bringing it in on Dec 22.
Hope Cottage Update - Our dates for donating meals in 2020 are
Jan 2nd, Feb 27th, April 23rd, June 18th, Aug 13th, Oct 8th and Dec
3rd. Each date we will donate 7 casseroles. We traditionally have
made Sailor's Casserole (Recipe Cards and Tin Foil Pans available
upon request) If you would like to volunteer to make a casserole for
one of these dates or have any questions, please contact Teresa
Orser, 902-266-7959 cell/text or ptmhorser@yahoo.ca or sign-up
sheet located in the lobby.

