
"Were not all ten cleaned? 
The other nine, where are 
they? Could none be found 
to come back and give 
thanks to God except this 
foreigner?” And he said to 
the man, "Stand up and go 
on your way; your faith has 
cured you." 
   We use this story as one for 
children to try to instill in 
them a duty of thankfulness. 
Remember to say ‘thank you’ 
we tell them. But thankful-
ness comes from deep within 
us. It wells up from a sense of 
awe and wonder as we walk in 
the autumn leaves; as we feel 
loved and surrounded by 
love; as we know that the 
presentness God is with us 
during all moments of our 
lives, not just the good times. 
   We come to Thanksgiving 
like the ten lepers. May our 
faith make us whole and may 
we go into the world as a 
whole people of God. 

Rev. TrentRev. TrentRev. TrentRev. Trent    

   Perhaps you grew up with 
one of those mothers who 
insisted that you write thank 
you notes. On Thanksgiving 
Sunday we are expected to 
feel a deep sense of gratitude 
to God for all the blessings in 
our lives. Yet many of us 
come like the child forced to 
write the thank you note be-
cause we think we should. 
   It is Thanksgiving. People 
have celebrated the festival of 
harvest down through the 
centuries, calling it by differ-
ent names, but most societies 
recognize the harvest in some 
manner. We are no longer a 
rural people and we have not 
spent the past few weeks 
gathering in the produce. 
Most of us have not been 
canning and pickling and stor-
ing. We have little sense of 
whether this even was a good 
year for crops. We can buy 
oranges year round in our 
grocery stores. Produce ar-
rives on our shelves from 
around the world. Thanksgiv-
ing has become for our 21st 
century urban society a very 
different occasion. We attend 
worship hoping that the expe-
rience will inspire within us a 
deeply grateful heart. 
   We read in Luke 17:11-19,  

As he was entering a vil-
lage he was met by ten men 

with leprosy. They stood 
some way off and called 
out to him "Jesus, Master, 
take pity on us." 
   These were men who likely 
had stood there for years. 
Leprosy is a dreadful disease, 
contagious unless great pre-
cautions are taken. These 
men had lived without family 
for years and were the out-
casts of society. 

   When he saw them he 
said, "Go and show your-
selves to the priests," and 
while they were on their 
way, they were made 
clean. 
   Imagine the amazement 
which they must have felt. 
We do not even know that 
they were asking for healing. 
They may have been hoping 
for a kind word or for a meal 
with Jesus, but now they are 
clean and cured. 

   One of them, finding 
himself cured, turned back 
praising God aloud. He 
threw himself down at Je-
sus' feet and thanked him. 
And he was a Samaritan. 
   Most of us have heard this 
story before. It is like hearing 
the familiar words of a chil-
dren's fairy tale. We know 
what is coming next. 

   At this time Jesus said: 
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        Brain Teaser 

Well Done, Good  
and Faithful Servant 

Upcoming UCW Events 

Saturday, October 13th, 

2012:  2 PM - 4 PM, 

come to the church hall 

and enjoy good music, 

sandwiches, squares, 

cookies, tea, coffee, juice 

and most of all good 

fellowship.  There will 

also be a Bake Table.  

Freewill Offering.  All 

proceeds will go to the 

different charitable organi-

zations that we make our 

annual donations to:  

Brunswick St. Mission, 

Parker St. Food Bank, 

Stepping Stones, Arthur 

Kidston Camp and the 

Salvation Army. 
 

November 17th, 2012:  

Christmas Tea & Sale, 

10:30 AM - 12:30 PM.  

Sale tables include New-to

-You, Christmas, Crafts & 

Knitting, Jewellery and Pan-

try Table (includes jams, 

jellies, pickles and fudge).  

We serve the best brown 

bread and cheese in the city, 

sweet breads, cookies, tea 

and coffee.  Enjoy all this 

for only $5.00! 
 

Submitted by Irene Parks 
 

 

munities in which he 

served and practiced 

as a United Church 

Minister for many 

years, I was tickled to 

learn from Holly, his 

niece and the Star 

editor, that he had 

   Having recently lost 

an old friend, Jim 

MacIntosh, who had 

supplied much faith, 

support and strength 

t o  i n d i v i d u a l s 

throughout the mili-

tary and civilian com-

maintained his sense of 

humour to the end, such 

that friends are still laugh-

ing with him! 
 

Submitted by  
Ruth MacKenzie 

7. If you eat it, you will 
die… 
 
Answer on Page 4 
 

Humour 
    
   A minister was invited 
to attend a house party. 
Naturally, he was properly 
dressed and wearing his 
clerical collar. A little boy 
kept staring at him the 

entire evening. Finally, the 
minister asked the little 
boy what he was staring 
at. The little boy pointed 
to the minister's neck. 
When the minister finally 
realized what the boy was 
pointing at, He asked the 
boy, "Do you know why I 
am wearing that ?" The 
boy nodded his head yes, 
and replied, "It kills fleas 
and ticks for up to three 
months".  

Can you answer all seven 
of the following questions 
with the same word? 
 
1. The word has seven 
letters... 
2. Preceded God... 
3. Greater than God... 
4. More Evil than the dev-
il... 
5. All poor people have 
it... 
6. Wealthy people need 
it... 

F O R T  M A S S E Y  S T A R  

Reverend 

James H. 

MacIntosh,  

BA, M. 

Div, LT-

Col C.D, 

(Retired) 

Chaplain 

The United Church 

Women (UCW) was 

formed in 1962, and 

are celebra�ng their 

50th anniversary in 

2012!   

 

Congratula�ons on 

this wonderful  

milestone! 
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   There was a young woman 
who had been diagnosed with 
a terminal illness and had been 
given three months to live. So 
as she was getting her things 
'in order,' she contacted her 
Pastor and had him come to 
her house to discuss certain 
aspects of her final wishes. 
She told him which hymns 
she wanted sung at the ser-
vice, what scriptures she 
would like read and what out-
fit she wanted to be buried in. 

   Everything was in order and 
the Pastor was preparing to 
leave when the young woman 
suddenly remembered some-
thing very important to her. 

   'There's one more thing,' 
she said excitedly. 'What's 
that?' came the Pastor's reply. 
'This is very important,' the 
young woman continued. 'I 
want to be buried with a fork 
in my right hand.' The Pastor 
stood looking at the young 
woman, not knowing quite 
what to say. That surprises 
you, doesn't it?' the young 
woman asked. 'Well, to be 
honest, I'm puzzled by the 
request,' said the Pastor. 

   The young woman ex-
plained. 'My grandmother 
once told me this story and 
from that time on I have al-
ways tried to pass along its 
message to those I love and 
those who are in need of en-
couragement. In all my years 
of attending socials and din-

ners, I always remember that 
when the dishes of the main 
course were being cleared, 
someone would inevitably 
lean over and say, 'Keep your 
fork.' It was my favorite part 
because I knew that some-
thing better was coming. - like 
velvety chocolate cake or deep
-dish apple pie. Something 
wonderful and with sub-
stance!' So, I just want people 
to see me there in that casket 
with a fork in my hand and I 
want them to wonder 'What's 
with the fork?' Then I want 
you to tell them: 'Keep your 
fork, the best is yet to come.' 

   The Pastor's eyes welled up 
with tears of joy as he hugged 
the young woman good-bye. 
He knew this would be one of 
the last times he would see her 
before her death. But he also 
knew that the young woman 
had a better grasp of heaven 
than he did. She had a better 
grasp of what heaven would 
be like than many people 
twice her age, with twice as 
much experience and 
knowledge. She KNEW that 
something better was coming. 

   At the funeral people were 
walking by the young woman's 
casket and they saw the fork 
placed in her right hand. Over 
and over, the Pastor heard the 
question, 'What's with the 
fork?' And over and over he 
smiled. 

   During his message, the 
Pastor told the people of the 
conversation he had with the 
young woman shortly before 
she died. He also told them 
about the fork and about what 
it symbolized to her. He told 

the people how he could not 
stop thinking about the fork 
and told them that they prob-
ably would not be able to stop 
thinking about it either.  He 
was right.  

   So the next time you reach 
down for your fork let it re-
mind you, ever so gently, that 
the best is yet to come! 

  Friends are a very rare jewel, 
indeed. They make you smile 
and encourage you to succeed. 
They lend an ear, they share a 
word of praise, and they al-
ways want to open their hearts 
to us. Show your friends how 
much you care. Remember to 
always be there for them, even 
when you need them more. 
For you never know when it 
may be their time to "Keep 
your fork." 

   Cherish the time you have, 
and the memories you share. 
Being friends with someone is 
not an opportunity, but a 
sweet responsibility. 
 

Submitted by  
Ruth MacKenzie 
 
Note:  This is a rewrite of 
the 1994 Roger  William 
Thomas short story ‘Keep 
Your Fork.’ which ap-
peared in the 1996 best sell-
er, ‘A 3rd Serving of Chick-
en Soup for the Soul.’  It has 
been widely circulated by 
email. 
  

 

 

 

“So the next 

time you reach 

down for your 

fork let it 

remind you, 

ever so gently, 

that the best is 

yet to come!” 
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“When we do this, 

God comes into 

our hearts and we 

find the God part 

in us.”   

Brain Teaser Answer 

The Acorn Story 

   Now that Autumn has 
come, I want to tell you 
this story. 

   In 2007 I attended the 
UCW conference in Cor-
ner Brook, Nfld.  It was a 
wonderful five days and I 
love it.  Newfoundland is 
beautiful! 

   The theme of the week 
was, “We Are One.”  We 
heard about an incredible 
human being from B.C. 
called Thomas Keeping.  
He tells this story. 

The Acorn Story 

   In the acorn kingdom 
there was a great deal of 
acorn therapy taking place 
because, of course, they 
had all fallen out of their 
tree. 

   One day a little one fell 
down.  As he did so, he 
looked back up and said, 
“We are that!”- a big oak! 

   When he realized what 
he had to turn into, he 
said he was okay, he liked 
who he was and he did 
not want to change.  After 
a while he wondered how 
he was going to do this, 
and as he thought about 
it, he was told: “It has 
something to do with dig-
ging in the ground and 
breaking open a shell.”  
That’s it! 

   In every Christian reli-
gion a certain amount of 
sacrifice is required.  What 
we have to do is think 
about who we really are.  
We know who we are.  

We have to think about all 
those things we usually do 
not think about.  Where 
we’ve been and what we did 
or didn’t do.  We have to 
come home – where our 
feet know where to walk.  
We have to dig in all that 
dirt. 

   When we do this, we 
break open the shell we all 
build up around ourselves. 

   When we do this, God 
comes into our hearts and 
we find the God part in us.  
He changes us.  He makes 
us into the person He want-
ed us to be in the first place! 

   We can all do this.  We are 
one! 

 

Submitted by 
M. Jean Brown, UCW 

devil. 
 
All poor people have NOTHING. 
 
Wealthy people need NOTHING. 
 
If you eat NOTHING, you will die. 
 
 

The Answer is:  
 
NOTHING! 
 
NOTHING has 7 letters. 
 
NOTHING preceded God. 
 
NOTHING is greater than God. 
 
NOTHING is more Evil than the 

F O R T  M A S S E Y  S T A R  
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Thanksgiving is celebrated 
with great vigour and pomp 
around the world. Here is how 
it is celebrated in several 
countries that we may not be 
familiar with. 

Malaysia  

 

 

 

 

The ‘Kadazan Harvest Festi-
val’ of Malaysia is celebrated 
in the month of May to thank 
their favourite Rice God. Car-
nivals are an important feature 
during the festival. Localites 
believe 'Without Rice' there is 
no life. Malaysians revere 
Bambaazon-the overall crea-
tor and thus revere his spirit 
in the rice plant and cooked 
rice. It is a time for lots of 
activities, cultural programs 
and agricultural shows, buffa-
lo races and traditional games. 

Africa 

 

 

 

 

 

African harvest festivals have 
a lot of religious connotations. 
There is a lot of dancing and 
singing. Festival of Yams is a 
popular harvest festival cele-
brated with days of ceremo-
nies and offerings to God and 
ancestors. It is later distribut-
ed among the village folk. It is 

usually held in the month of 
August, marking the end of 
rainy season. 

Korea 

 

 

 

Ko r e an  Thank s g i v i ng , 
‘Chusok’ symbolizes the im-
portance of family and togeth-
erness. On Chusok people 
gather, prepare traditional  
foods, honour ancestors, both 
living and dead.  It is tradi-
tionally a festival of harvest so 
it is usually held in the harvest 
season, around September or 
October.  

Australia 

Australia’s ‘Apple and Grape 
Harvest Festival’ is celebrated 
in the month of March.  It is a 
great festival that the people 
put on in thankfulness for a 
bountiful harvest and is cele-
brated for 3 - 4 days. Grape 
crushing competitions, apple 
competitions, street carnivals, 
grand parade are some of the 
attractions. Splendid display of 
fireworks is another feature of 
the festival. It ends with the 
crowning of 'apple n grape' 
ambassador.  

 

 

India 

Thanksgiving is primarily cele-
brated in the state of Goa It is 
known as 'Ladin' which  means a 
litany to the Virgin Mary. During 
the Thanksgiving ritual, people 
thank God for all the material 
and spiritual benefits. The func-
tion is sponsored by a different 
person every year who either 
seeks benefits or has been lucky 
enough to have God's special 
grace. Celebrations also include 
singing of hymns and prayers.  

England 

 

 

 

 

 

England’s ‘Harvest Festival’ is 
held at the autumn full moon, 
usually late September or Octo-
ber. People bring fresh and 
canned food to the local church 
to decorate it. A special church 
service is held. The food is 
boxed and given to senior resi-
dents and to those in need. The 
entire community is invited for a 
celebratory dinner as part of the 
festivity.  

Happy Thanksgiving Everyone! 

Submitted by  
Holly MacIntosh 
 

“Thanksgiving 

is celebrated 

with great 

vigour and 

pomp around 

the world.” 


