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From the Pastor’s Study 
     I Corinthians 15: 50-55 
   An examination was being held in little Emma’s class at school and the 
question was asked ‘upon what do hibernating animals subsist during the 
winter?’  Emma thought for a few minutes and finally wrote ‘All winter long 
hibernating animals subsist on the hope of a coming spring.’ 
   After his past winter most of us understand. We have subsisted often on 
the hope of spring, on knowing that the crocuses would bloom again and 
the green grass would come back. When the sun comes out and the birds 
are singing, we do find ourselves beginning to dream of warmer days. 
   The festival of Easter - the festival of hope - comes at that time of year 
near the beginning of spring which people have celebrated in different forms 
and with different rituals from the beginning of time. 
   Tom Harper, preacher and journalist, writes that the study of comparative 
religions should assist us on days such as Easter. For example, he writes, 
“If we knew more about the Egyptian god Osiris, we would know that he 
was said to have been killed and dismembered only to be raised on the 
third day. The same is true of Dionysus, Orpheus and other ancient gods. 
Stories of divine deliverance such as that signified by the Passover belong 
to many others besides the Jews. All of these much-loved accounts happen 
in the spring or around the vernal equinox. There is a cosmic Resurrection, 
a cosmic Passover or deliverance being celebrated. It is the victory of light 
over darkness. The sun has finally triumphed over his enemies.” 
   For Christians, we come to Easter with a variety of beliefs. Some of us are 
willing to suspend logical belief and just believe. Others of us question and 
try to breathe new life into old symbols. 
The apostle Paul was not present at the crucifixion. He was not one of the 
twelve disciples. He came along later. When he writes about the resurrec-
tion he does not write about bodily resurrection. Instead he talks about it in 
symbols. The passage from the letter to the Corinthian church is his way of 
encouraging the faithful. “Death is swallowed up. Victory is won.” 
   Even though the stories in the gospels differ, it is the story of hope; that 
death has not won. It is the story of humanity. The great festivals of our faith 
are about the deeper truths of humanity. We know that the world is more 
hopeful in daylight than in darkness.  The sun conquers darkness and life 
conquers death. The message of Easter is ‘Hope Blooms’. We subsist on 
hope. 
 
Happy Easter, 
 
Rev. Trent 
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Don’t let your worries get the best of you; remember, Moses 
started out as a basket case. 
 
Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-spirited until you try to 
sit in their pews. 
 
It is easier to preach ten sermons than it is to live one. 
 
When you get to your wit’s end, you’ll find God lives there. 
 
Quit griping about your church; if it was perfect, you couldn’t be-
long. 
 
God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies the called. 
 
God grades on the cross, not the curve. 
 
If God is your Co-pilot, swap seats! 
 
The Will of God never takes you to where the Grace of God will 
not protect you. 
 
We don’t change the message, the message changes us. 
 
You can tell how big a person is by what it takes to discourage 
him/her. 
 
The best mathematical equation I have ever seen: 1 cross + 3 
nails = 4 given. 
 
Submitted by Holly MacIntosh 
 
 
 
 
 

News From UCW 
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    The Valentine Tea was a 
great success. We realized 
$683.50. 
   The ‘Fun Auction’ to be held 
on Sunday, March 15th had to 
be changed to Sunday, March 
29th because of a snow 
storm! 
 
Upcoming Event:  
   ’Annual Spring Flea Market 
& Book Sale’ will be held on 
Saturday, May 2nd, 2015, 
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Tables will 
include Jewellery, Pantry, 
New-to-You, Miscellaneous, 

Clothing (Spring & Summer), 
Books, Linens, Tapes & Rec-
ords, Toys & Puzzles and 
Large Items.  
 
Submitted by Irene Parks    
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