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Inside this issue: 

waves bouncing him 
against the side of the 
boat and his hair 
blowing wildly in the 
wind, one of the men 
said with a knowing 
grin “It sure beats 
Christmas shopping, 
doesn’t it?” 
 

   Many of us turned 
the calendar page to 
December with the 
same feeling, that 
sinking feeling of ‘here 
we go again, one 
more December, one 
more year of braving 
the crowds and trying 
to create the perfect 
Christmas. Fortunate-
ly, there are those 
among us who turn 
the page with glee 
with great anticipation. 
They can’t wait for 
Christmas season. 
They help to give the 
rest of us enough 
Christmas spirit to 
keep going. 
 

   In the gospel ac-
cording to Luke (2: 15
-19) we read that 
Mary pondered and 
treasured “all these 

things.” The dictionary 
tells us that to ponder 
means to consider 
something deeply and 
thoroughly; to weigh 
something carefully in 
the mind. SO what if 
we were to ponder 
Christmas? What is 
this season all about? 
What does it mean to 
us as Christians, as 
people who claim to 
follow the Christ?  
Pause for a moment 
this Advent season 
and try to figure out 
what it all means. 
Why you celebrate; 
what you celebrate; 
what is important; and 
what is just extras. 
 

   It is Advent. Time to 
ponder. It sure beats 
Christmas shopping - 
doesn’t it?  
 

Rev. Trent 
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   It was just a few 
days before Christ-
mas. Two men, next-
door neighbours, de-
cided to go sailing 
while their wives went 
Christmas shopping. 
While the men were 
out in their sailboat a 
storm arose. The sea 
became very angry 
and the men had diffi-
culty keeping the boat 
under control. As they 
maneuvered their way 
toward land they hit a 
sandbar and the boat 
grounded. Both men 
jumped overboard 
and began to push 
and shove with all 
their strength, trying 
to get the boat into 
deeper water. With 
his feet almost knee- 
deep in mud and the 

www.fortmasseychurch.com 



      The Christmas Tea and 
Sale realized $2300. Thank 
you for all your support.  
 

    Our next fundraiser is the 
‘Valentine Tea,’ February 14th, 
2015, 2 - 4 PM. 
 

    In March (date to be decid-
ed) we hope to have another 
‘Fun Auction.’ We recently pur-
chased six small tables from 
some of the funds raised at the 
2014 auction. 
 

   Our ‘Spring Flea Market’ will 
either be held on April 25th or 

May 2nd, 2015. (Date to be 
decided at our Annual Meeting 
in January 2015.) 
 

   Many, many thanks to all 
those who worked or support-
ed all our fundraisers during 
2014. May you all have a very 
Merry Christmas and a healthy 
and happy 2015. 
 

Submitted by Irene Parks 
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Age will only be  
respected if it fights for itself,  

maintains its own rights,  
avoids dependence,  
and asserts control  
over its own sphere  
as long as life lasts.  

Cicero 

106 - 43 BC 

  

The above is framed and hanging in QEII's Falls Clinic, Geriatric Day Hospital, Veterans' Memorial 
Bldg., Veterans' Memorial Dr., Halifax, NS. 
  

The people who drive seniors are legion. They are pleasant and helpful as they love and serve oth-
ers.  

 

Thank you very much!  
 

M. Jean Brown, OFM 

 



      For almost thirty years we 
have written a Christmas 
newsletter. I cannot remember 
exactly when we started but it 
was written on a typewriter ra-
ther than a computer. Looking 
back over them is like travelling 
back in time. Our memories 
travel back through years of 
toys, babies, teenagers, bas-
ketball and concerts. A news-
letter is not as personal as a 
note on the Christmas card but 
we realized quickly that we 
could not begin to find the time 
to write personal letters each 
year to the many friends with 
whom we tried to connect at 
least once a year. 
 

   And we receive many such 
letters back. Some are exercis-
es in endurance to read with 
long lists of meals eaten and 
every visitor mentioned. Others 
bring a smile and laughter as 
we live with them through the 
ups and downs of life. Some 
are rosy and ignore all of the 
“downs”. Others are honest 
and let us know that we are not 
alone on this journey of life.  
 

   What has amazed us over 
the years is how many friend-
ships have endured because of 
this yearly exchange. We don’t 
see or talk to many of the peo-
ple for several years at a time 
but we suddenly spend an 
evening together and it is like 
old times. We can catch up 
much more quickly because 
we have taken the time to keep 
in touch even if it is rather ge-
neric.  
 

   With the price of postage 
skyrocketing, we wonder how 
much longer we will send and 
receive these yearly letters. 
And with door to door delivery 
being phased out we know that 
we will not pick up mail daily 
once we have to go to a box 
somewhere. E-mail is almost 
instant but we are not sure that 
it will replace the pleasure of 
opening the cards and letters 
which arrive to be read and 
read again.  
 

   This year our Christmas 
newsletter will note the death 
of my mother, the joy of watch-
ing our youngest graduate from 
university and the other events 
which will go down in our fami-
ly history. Each of you could 
chronicle the year with many 
such events. We will remember 
2014 because… 

 

   We do not send out cards or 
newsletters locally. It is tough 
enough to keep up with all of 
those at a distance. But as 
2014 draws to a close, we wish 
each and every one of you a 
very Merry Christmas from the 
manse. 
 

Submitted by Linda  
Cleveland-Thompson 

FROM THE MANSE CHRISTMAS 2014 
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   The small “Cozy Wear” group 
began its mission on January 
29, 2013.  Consisting of Sally 
Dewolf, Linda MacDonald, Lin-
da Dean, Roxanne Tupper, 
Jean Cudmore, Colleen Es-
tabrooks, Gwen Smith-Dockrill, 
Irene Beeler and Muriel Hale, 
the ladies cut out, stitched and 
ultimately gave out 87 pair of 
super warm mittens to four 
street-level organizations in 
2013 – Out of the Cold Shelter, 
Metro Non-profit, ARK and 
Brunswick Street United 
Church.  Our efforts continued 
from January to April 2014.  
Stockpiled and ready for distri-
bution in the fall were another 
10 pair of mittens, 30 toques 
with ear flaps for adults, 17 
beanies for adults and 10 chil-
dren’s toques.  We laundered, 
pressed and reinvigorated 36 
scarves, all of which will be 
most welcomed by the receiv-
ers.  I also want to thank Ian 
MacDonald, not only for his 

   In January 2013, with great 
support from the congregation, 
our Outreach venture originat-
ed as the “Cozy Hands” pro-
ject.  It concentrated on making 
warm mittens for folks living on 
the streets of Halifax.  As with 
many projects, it evolved and 
ultimately we went from mak-
ing mittens to making toques 
and reconditioning scarves for 
the same purpose thus giving 
way to the renaming of our pro-
ject to “Cozy Wear”.  Although 
our numbers remained con-
stant, with up to nine helping 
out during the past year and a 
quarter, we generally met each 
Tuesday with 6 ladies who pro-
duced a large number of warm 
mitts, toques and renewed 
scarves. 

creative inserts/tags which ac-
company each item produced 
but for his music playing and 
tea making talents! 

   On Thursday, November 20, 
2014, Irene and Muriel again 
met with Dorothy and Emily at 
ARK on Gottingen Street.  As 
was the case last fall, we found 
their needs to be many, and on 
behalf of the Outreach Com-
mittee of Fort Massey, we were 
very happy to leave the entire 
stockpile of Cozy Wear with 
them. Established in 2000, Ark 
is a community shaped by 
those from 16 – 24 years old, 
some with small children, who 
are homeless and street-
involved.   ARK seeks to sup-
port those in our country who 
live with the realities of life 
without shelter.  Together they 
create a place to call home. 
For more information on ARK, 
and how you can help, please 
check out 
www.arkoutreach.com/.  Know 
that the efforts of those at the 
Fort will be providing warmth 
for those who need it most.  

   From Matthew 25:36 “I was 
naked, and you clothed me. I 
was sick, and you took care of 
me. I was in prison, and you 
visited me.”  Could any pas-
sage from the Bible be more 
fitting?  May those we serve 
see the face of Christ in us and 
may we see the face of Christ 
in everyone we meet.   

Submitted by Muriel Hale 

 

REVIEW OF COZY WEAR PROJECT  
JANUARY 2013 – NOVEMBER 2014 
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Dorothy and Emily (of ARK) model-
ling toques scarves and mittens 
from the Fort Massey United 
Church, Cozy Wear project 
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   This Christmas give a gift with vision. Fort Massey's Simon Munongo and family have been giving 
gifts with vision for some time. They have been single-handedly supporting education in their home 
town in the Congo since arriving in Canada. Our Outreach Committee feels that this is the kind of 
hands-on project for which we have been waiting for some time. We are presently working with Simon 
to make this a registered charity so that we can help in a larger way. Unfortunately this means that the 
Church is unable to issue receipts until charitable status has been established. In the meantime, you 
are invited to help. The needs are many, and already Simon has shown the power of what one person 
can do. 

 

Place: Democratic Re-
public of Congo 
(Kinshasa) 

Project: To provide 
water to the school from 
the town water system 
and for the repair of the 
washroom facilities plus 
many other needs. 

 

 

 

Donations can be made through: School FaceBook page Complexe Scolaire Kibabu (there is link for 
PayPal); Email transfer, cheques, or cash. Contact: Simon Munongo at 902-830-9067;  
helpkibabuschool@yahoo.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Washrooms needing repair 

 

This school functions as a primary, junior high, and 
senior high school and also offers vocational/trade 
education at the community college level. 

The student population is both males and females 
ranging in age from 5 years to 22 years. 

        

Thank you so much 
for your help! 


