
A brief history…
The Name: The unique name of Fort  Massey Church recalls the early 
years of the garrison town when there was a blockhouse on the site. 
The fort was named  after General Eyre Massey who was commander-
in-chief at Halifax from 1776-1780. 

The Building: From the Halifax Reporter, 1871: "The interior ... has 
almost a cathedral appearance. In form and style there is nothing like 
it in Nova Scotia." From the Canadian Illustrated News, 1873: "...one 
of the most handsome specimens of Gothic architecture to be met  in 
the Dominion." Opened in 1871, the Scottish architect, David Stirling, 
made skilful use of Gothic designs with more than a dozen window 
shapes and sizes and numerous versions of decorative window tracery. 
Inside there are richly-carved ceiling braces supported by hammer-
beams, ornamental kings' heads and bands of trefoil arches punctuated 
by protruding, small winged creatures which gaze down into the nave 
below. The church hall with gymnasium was added in 1898, and is 
shared with numerous community groups. 

The Organ: The three manual Casavant organ, installed in 1913, was 
played by television's first lady of the organ, Diane Bish (Joy of 
Music) to a full house; and each October the local chapter of the 
Royal Canadian College of Organists (RCCO) brings together 
organists and musical guests for an evening of ‘frighteningly  fine 
music’ at the Phantoms of the Pipes concert! 

The People: Fort Massey, along with many other Presbyterian 
churches, joined the Methodists and Congregationalists in the union of 
The United Church of Canada in 1925. Over the years many notable 
Haligonians attended Fort Massey including Lucy Maud Montgomery 
(author of Anne of Green Gables) and Anna Leonowens (Governess to 
the King of Siam's children). 

Today, the congregation consists of long-time south-enders, students, 
seniors, and new residents who live in the neighbouring buildings, as 
well as people from throughout the HRM. We strive to be a 
welcoming oasis in the midst of city living.
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WARNING! To enter into the life of this
people of God is to encounter Christ’s 
soul challenging, life-changing, radicalizing                                                                                                   
love. Will you join us? Do you dare?   

Fort Massey 
by~the~Sea

The Kirk of Gothic 
Proportions

A Congregation of
The United Church of 

Canada
 ‘A City Upon a Hill ’

watching over Halifax 
harbour c.1871

Our Mission Statement:

Creating 
Community 

at home and around 
the world

10 week Sermon Series
July 3 – Sept 4, 2016

"Faith Through Stained Glass" 
Anchored by the stained glass 
windows of Fort Massey United 
Church, these 10 sermons will 
explore the stories of Jesus. Who was 
this man that shaped the foundation 
of our faith? What can these stories 
teach us about what it means to be 
grounded in our faith? Is there room 
for Christ in the world today? Come, 
and I'll tell you the stories of Jesus 
you are longing to hear! ~Kim Curlett
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The Gathering
Sundays after Pentecost

Summer, 2016, 10:30 AM 
O R D E R  of  S E R V I C E

* indicates standing for those who are able

  PRELUDE          
                The bell is sounded three times in the name of Creating God, Jesus, and Spirit.    

The lighting of the Community Candle reminds us that we are bearers of light & love.    
    

  OPENING WORDS

  OPENING PRAYER

*OPENING HYMN  

*THE PEACE   Peace be with you. And also with you.  
    
  WELCOME 
                                           
  THE NOTICES

  OFFERING    Offertory Music

*DOXOLOGY    Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
    Praise God all creatures high and low; 

Give thanks to God in love made known: 
Creator, Word and Spirit, One. Amen. 

  SILENCE

  PASTORAL PRAYER

  PRAYER OF JESUS  The Lord’s Prayer             VU 921
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
*HYMN 

  READING(S)    

  SERMON  

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH A New Creed                                                    VU 918

*CLOSING HYMN      
                                                                                                                                                    
*PARTING WORDS & BLESSING 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
  POSTLUDE      

*   *   *



Welcome to Fort Massey. We are delighted to have you joining us at 
our Sunday morning gathering. Visitors are invited to sign our Guest 
Book and fill out a Welcome Card at the left of the main doors upon 
exiting the nave, leaving it with the guest book. Please join us after              
the Service for lemonade and conversation. 

Minister’s Vacation. The minister is on sabbatical the month of 
August. Emergency contacts are Alison McDonald, 902.422.0850                 
or Ruth MacKenzie, 902.477.5365. 

Church School & Nursery Re-opening on Sunday, September 
11th, 10:30 AM.

Our Sunday pulpit supply this summer is being filled by  Atlantic 
School of Theology (AST) Student Minister, Kim Curlett. Kim has 
recently  completed her first  year of study at AST. She currently serves 
as the Program Coordinator at Knox United Church in Lower 
Sackville and is a member of Woodlawn United 
Church in Dartmouth. This past year she served as 
the student minister at Port Wallis United Church 
in Dartmouth and has provided regular pulpit 
supply at Cole Harbour Woodside United Church. 
This summer she is also a member of the 
leadership team at Berwick United Church Camp 
as a Youth Group Facilitator. Prior to answering 
her call to ordained ministry, Kim owned a Yoga 
Studio in Dartmouth for 5 years and was a medical laboratory 
technologist for 15 years working in Nova Scotia and British 
Columbia. Kim is writer and blogger, the creator of a workshop  series 
on Christian Yoga and Meditation, and an aspiring liturgist. 
www.kimcurlett.com
“I look forward to learning, sharing, and growing with the community 
of faith at Fort Massey by-the-Sea this summer!” ~kim

Lobster Supper, Sat, Sep 10, Spencer House, Morris Street.
Two seatings: 3 & 5 PM      Members $20, Non-members $23 
Choice of plated chilled lobster with homemade roll
OR stuffed lobster roll. 
Meal includes potato salad, kale salad, sweet tray, lemon cheesecake, 
tea & coffee.  Advance Tickets ONLY: Call 902.421.6131



Your Halifax Peninsula Community Health Team
www.cdha.nshealth.ca/community-health-teams/communities
There is no longer a registration date!  You can register at any time by 
calling 902-460-4560 (option 4 for Halifax Peninsula ), in person at 
6080 Young Street, Suite 105 or online at https://cht.cdha.nshealth.ca/
selectCourse.aspx?unitId=CHHP,CHHC.  Register now for the 
programs that interest you to save your spot!
We also have several new programs in the Fall/Winter Flyer:
 Fat, Sugar, Salt: Are you confused by the many different things you 
hear about fat, sugar and salt?  You are not alone!  Come learn the real 
science on these hot nutrition topics.
Holiday Eating Survival Guide (updated): Learn strategies on how to 
eat better and stay active over the holidays, including mindful eating, 
making better food choices and ways to make your favorite healthier.
Don’t Hibernate.  Participate!: Does your physical activity routine 
tend to “cool off” with the temperatures?  Join the Community Health 
Team to learn strategies to keep you exercising safely into the colder 
months.
Don’t forget that we also offer Wellness Navigation.  Not sure where 
or how to find the help you need?  Navigators are health professionals 
who know the health care, community and government systems and 
help people of all ages find the right resource.  Call 902-460-4560.

Teen Class Advisers are needed for Sunday mornings, 10:45 – 
11:30.
E-mail the minister at fmminister@eastlink.ca to apply. Volunteer one 
or more Sundays a month.

School Supplies: We are collecting school supplies for the local 
schools form now until Sep 11. Bins are located in both the Queen St 
and Tobin St lobbies. Thank you for your support.
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Sep 25, after the 10:30 AM 
Gathering. We need people to 
help with the following:

organize activities for the children…………._______ 
purchase food………………………………._______
husk and cook corn…………………….……_______
bbq the hotdogs…………………………….._______
set up lower hall……………………………._______
clean up lower hall…………………………._______
wash dishes…………………………………_______ 

Check off one or more of the above, along with your
Name and contact info (below) and place in the offering 
plate. Thank you.

NAME:______________________________________

TEL #:______________________________________

EMAIL:_____________________________________



 
Terry Fox Run: Join us in the gym after the 10:30 Sunday Gathering, 
on Sep 18 for some laps, and/or sponsor someone a loonie-a-lap. 

World Communion Sunday will be observed Oct 2, 10:30 AM

Book Study: We will be reading the New York Times best-selling 
book, Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind by Yuval Harari, first 
published in Hebrew in Israel in 2011, and in English in 2014, 
beginning Oct 13, 10:30 AM, at the Berkeley on Green St.

Food Bank Drive for Oct 16, World Food Sunday. Fill a grocery bag 
and bring it to church.


