
NEWSLETTER

CCLC students from a local language 
school wanted to reach out so they 
filled an unmet need at Thanksgiving 
2012. They organized the whole dinner 
from scratch, raising money, buying 
turkeys, vegetables and then came in to 
serve it. 

                                     Courtesy of Chronicle-Herald

Volunteer Wins CBC Elf Award for 2012

They call him OJ because John Aikenhead 
brings orange juice when he volunteers 
twice a week in our kitchen. He was 
recognized for his commitment by CBC 
Radio.

Mission statement
Our Mission is to inspire a better 
quality of life through a ministry 
of care that addresses physical, 
emotional, practical and spiritual 
needs for those experiencing 
poverty.

We believe the Mission provides a 
unique opportunity to the community 

we serve; a place to find help for 
others when you are Able and a place 

of hope, dignity and respect
.
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Sixth Annual Mission Breakfast

Without your help, it would be 
impossible to offer the array of 
programs that we deliver to those living 
in poverty or at risk. Last fall the 
community responded to our annual 
fundraiser to hear NHL All-Star Theo 
Fleury share with hundreds of people 
his inspiring story of overcoming 
challenges. The event raised $77,000. 
We want to thank our sponsors RBC 
Wealth Management.Mark your 
calendars now for the Oct. 23 2013 
breakfast fundraiser at the World 
Trade and Convention Centre to hear 
Skid Row CEO Joe Roberts.
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Breakfast Program

At 7 a.m. sharp a hot breakfast is served 6 days a 
week to men and woman who drop in for homemade 
fishcakes or eggs and sausages. The back door of 
the Mission opens early to anyone who is hungry 
in 2012, volunteers served 16,800 hot breakfasts! 
That’s about 10,000 eggs, 2,600 loaves of bread and 
15,000 litres of coffee and tea!

Food Bank
The Mission works closely with Feed Nova Scotia to 
provide groceries and food to families who cannot 
make ends meet. In 2012, 700 households received 
groceries. Of the 1,300 people helped, 26 per cent 
were under 18. These food hampers were estimated 
to be worth $140,000.

Benevolent Support

we assist people who have a short-term crisis such 
as rent or a high power bill. We help  people 
overcome the challenges that puts them in crisis 
and help to change their circumstances for the 
better.

  Inspiration and Caring Message from the 2012 Chair

As I complete my three year term as Chair 
of the Board, I am profoundly grateful for 
having had the opportunity to work with 
and learn from the many people involved 
with this dynamic and caring organization.

I am in awe of the dedicated Executive 
Director, staff and volunteers who do 
incredible work inspiring hope, dignity and 
a better quality of life for those 
experiencing poverty and want to thank 
every Board member who I have had the 
privilege and pleasure to work with over 
the years.

Together over the past few years we have 
made great strides in better positioning 
the organization for a more sustainable 
future by improving our revenue streams 
and infrastructure. 

In 2012, we succeeded in becoming an 
officially accredited organization through 
the United Church of Canada, thus 
demonstrating our accountability
to the community we serve and to the 
larger public that supports us. 

Another highlight of this year was our 6th 
annual Mission breakfast which featured 
former NHL Stanley Cup Winner Theo 
Fleury whose story of overcoming 
seemingly insurmountable challenges 
offered an inspiring message of hope.

As is typical with most organizations we 
have had “comings and goings” of staff and 
volunteers in 2012. but I would like to 
acknowledge the leaving of two individuals 
to whom we are indebted; Greg Caldwell 
who, with his gentle demeanour and hard 
work, helped stabilize the Breakfast 
program and Deb Key, who provided 
exemplary leadership to the Trustee 
program. 

Lastly, heartfelt congratulations to 
Violetta (“Lolly”) Smith, volunteer 
coordinator of the Clothing Centre for 
over 45 years, in receiving a Governor 
General’s Canadian Caring Award.

In closing, I offer my best wishes to my 
successor as Chair, Paul Bowlby, who can 
be assured of my continued support.

                                Leslie McLean

Programs and Services

The Brunswick Street Mission is located in an area 
of the city where many services and supports can be 
found. Over time, the many organizations providing 
services have formed a continuum of support for 
persons who are homeless or vulnerable to 
homelessness.

Trustee Program
The Trustee Program provides financial stewardship 
for individuals who are challenged to manage a 
limited income, sometimes preventing homelessness. 
In 2012, the Trusteeship served 160 clients. 

Christmas 
Every year, the Mission ensures local families are 
able to enjoy a traditional Christmas dinner. In 
2012, the Christmas Shop provided 79 households 
with turkey and gifts. As well, the Mission teamed up 
with Feed Nova Scotia the 11th hour appeal and 
delivered turkey and hampers to another 89 
families on Dec. 21. This program grows every year.

Tax Returns

Many homeless people are unable to complete their 
income tax returns without help or access to a 
computer. Without records and identification, the 
homeless person or person living in poverty may 
miss out on government rebates or be ineligible for 
Income Assistance. A volunteer was able to help by 
filing 1,113 returns at the Mission in 2012, up from 
860 returns the year before.

Clothing Bank
People who need clothing or household items are 
able to visit the Mission and find what they need. In 
2012, people made about 3,600 visits to get free 
clothing and small items. We estimate the clothing 
donated and given to those who need it is enough to 
fill an Olympic size swimming pool.

2012 GOV. GEN. Award Winner Lolly Smith

     For 2012 Financial Statements, go to:
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